Explanation of al-Agidah al-Wasitiyya 16 Jumada al-Ula, 1445

29 November, 2023
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[AFFIRMING THE REVELATION OF THE QURAN FROM ALLAH]
And His saying: And this is a Book We have sent down and blessed. [al-An’am: 92]

And His saying: If we had sent down this Quan onto a mountain, you would have seen it
humbled and crushed to pieces out of fear of Allah. [al-Hashr: 21]

And His saying: If we replace one verse for another — and Allah knows best what He
reveals — they say: ‘You are just inventing this’, no indeed, most of them have no
knowledge. Say: ‘The Purest Spirit has brought it down from your Lord with truth, in order
to strengthen those who believe, and as guidance and good news for the Muslims. We
know well that they say: ‘It is only a human being who is teaching him’, the language of
him they allude to is notably foreign whereas this is clear and lucid Arabic. [al-Nahl: 101-103]
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[AFFIRMING THE REVELATION OF THE QURAN FROM ALLAH

e |n this part of his treatise, the Sheikh mentions the evidences from the Quran which establish that
the Quran was revealed (munazzal) from Allah.
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And His saying: And this is a Book We have sent down and blessed. [al-An’am: 92]
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{CES 133} — “And this is a Book’. Meaning, the Quran. It is a book (kitaab) because it is written
(maktoob) in al-Lawh al-Mahfooth (the Preserved Tablet), in the pages that are with the Angels and
in the Mus’hafs (copies of the Quran) that are between our hands.

{&;ﬂjﬁ} — ‘We have sent down’. This is the point of reference in the ayah. It affirms that the Quran

was revealed and sent down by Allah, which in turn proves that it is the word of Allah.

{356s} — ‘Blessed.” Meaning, that the Quran is blessed. It is blessed because it is a remedy for the
diseased heart, for those who recite it while pondering and reflecting over it. It is also blessed for
whoever follows it since with it, deeds may be righteous both internally and externally. It is also
blessed in that whoever recites it will earn ten rewards for every letter they read.
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And His saying: If we had sent down this Quan onto a mountain, you would have seen it
humbled and crushed to pieces out of fear of Allah. [al-Hashr: 21]

A mountain is among the hardest of what there is, the rocks which the mountains are made of are
exemplary in their hardness. Allah says:
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Then after that your hearts were hardened and became as stones or even worse in hardness.
[al-Bagarah: 74]

However, if the Quran was sent down upon a mountain, it would humble itself and split out of the
fear of Allah.
{&i3} — ‘Humbled.” Meaning, submissively humbling itself before Allah.

{&da3s} - ‘Crushed to pieces.” The mountain tears apart and is crushed to pieces from its fear of
Allah and due to the greatness of Allah’s Words sent down upon it. This is evidence that the
mountains have senses, even though we may not perceive it. The Prophet # said of Mount Uhud:

$4. 42 .. s o4,
«dEy L..é Jer > s
This is Uhud, a mountain which loves us and which we love. [Bukhari, Muslim]

The Quran is sent down upon the hearts of people. Those who believe, it increases them in Imaan,
but those who have diseased hearts, it adds filth to their filth and adds hardness to their already
hard hearts.

In his explanation of this ayah, Sheikh Ibn Uthaymeen says: ‘O my Muslim brother. If you see that
your heart is not moved by the Quran, accuse yourself of deficiency, because Allah has informed that
if this Quran were to be sent down upon a mountain, it would cleave, and the Quran is recited to your
heart, yet it is not moved.’
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And His saying: If we replace one verse for another — and Allah knows best what He

reveals — they say: ‘You are just inventing this’, no indeed, most of them have no

knowledge. Say: ‘The Purest Spirit has brought it down from your Lord with truth, in order
to strengthen those who believe, and as guidance and good news for the Muslims. We
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know well that they say: ‘It is only a human being who is teaching him’, the language of
him they allude to is notably foreign whereas this is clear and lucid Arabic. [al-Nahl: 101-103]

{&l O8G & Wl 1315} — “And if We replace one verse for another.’ This is a reference to al-naskh
(abrogation). The abrogation of the Quran can occur in its wordings, or in its rulings. Allah says:
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We do not abrogate an ayah or cause it to be forgotten, except that we bring a better one or
similar to it. [al-Bagarah: 106]

{0 W ‘d.cl 413} — ‘And Allah knows best what He reveals.” Meaning, that when Allah replaces an
ayah for another, it is neither an act of foolishness nor without reason. Rather, it is based upon His
perfect Knowledge as to what will benefit His creation.

{Juu Edl Lul ijgj@} — ‘They say: You are just inventing this.” Meaning, they accuse the Prophet % of
lying. Yesterday he said something and today he says something else.

{Ogalis Y pbﬁl U5} - “Indeed, most of them have no knowledge.” Meaning, the Prophet % is not a
liar as they say, but most of them do not know. If they had any knowledge, they would have known
that the replacement of one ayah for another is proof of the honesty of the Prophet &5.

{330 &3 e 9»1237 Fo3403% 8} - ‘say: The Purest Spirit has brought it down from your Lord with
truth.” Meaning it was Jibreel who sent down the Quran. He was referred to as Ruhul Qudus (the
Purest Spirit), because he is free from ever betraying the trust given to him by Allah.
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Obeyed by the angels, trustworthy there [heavens]. [al-Takwir: 21]

The Quran was sent down with the truth (bil hagg). Its descent from the heavens is the truth (it is
not a lie), and what it contains is the truth from Allah.

{'I’,iala u.a..xﬁ chgJ} = ‘In order to strengthen those who believe.” Meaning, it keeps those who believe
firm, strengthening them upon the truth.

{Eralaall (57559 &35} — “And as guidance and good news for the Muslims.” Meaning, the Quran is a
guidance for the believers with which they are guided, a light by which their way is illuminated, and
glad tidings with which they may rejoice. It is glad tidings because whoever acts upon it and submits
to its commands, will be among the eternally successful.
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{53 -axla lwl Oslsis a1 AlaS A&J5) — ‘We know well that they say: It is only a human being who is
teaching him.’ Allah uses the present tense of His Knowledge (na’lam), because this statement of
disbelief can be repeated by different people over different times. Allah knows of all those who utter
this false statement - past, present and future.

This ayah was revealed in response to Quraish when they said: ‘This Quran that Muhammad is
bringing is not from his Lord. Rather, it is from someone who teaches him and narrates the stories of
the early generations to him. Then he comes and says to us: ‘This is from Allah”.

{Z'_,oaf-‘ 4:-" Sodoeld ‘_”g._fﬁ ul-wJ} — ‘The language of him they allude to is notably foreign.” Allah
described their speech as deviation (yulhidoon), because their accusation is far from the truth and
far from being correct. The language of the person they accused the Prophet ¥ of learning from is
foreign (a’jamiyy). The term a’jamiyy refers to someone who is not well spoken even if they are

Arabs, whereas a ‘ajamiyy is a non-Arab even they may speak Arabic.

{Z)yi a3 Slad 1383} — ‘Whereas this is in clear, lucid Arabic.” Meaning, the Quran itself is clear, and
clarifies for others. It is Arabic speech and is the most eloquent of all words. How can it come from
this ineloquent man who cannot clearly express himself (a’jamiyy)?!
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o The points of reference in these ayaat are Allah’s saying:
1. {JR ey pl.nl 4uis} — “And Allah knows best what He reveals.’
2. {&b5 g»ﬁajT LY 8} - ‘Say: The Purest Spirit has brought it down from your Lord.’

Review questions
1. ‘And this is a Book We have sent down and blessed.’ [al-An’am: 92] — What is the point of
reference in this ayah?

2. ‘If we had sent down this Quan onto a mountain, you would have seen it humbled and crushed
to pieces out of fear of Allah.’ [al-Hashr: 21] — What is the point of reference in this ayah?

3. What great admonition can we derive from the previous ayah in Surat al-Hashr?

4. ‘And Allah knows best what He reveals.’ [al-Nahl: 101] — Why is the mention of this part of the
ayah immediately after Allah mentions al-naskh (abrogation) important?

5. ‘Say: The Purest Spirit has brought it down from your Lord with truth.’ [al-Nahl: 102] — What is the
point of reference in this ayah? Why was Jibreel referred to as Ruhul Qudus?
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