30 Jumada al-Ula, 1445

Explanation of al-Aqidah al-Wasitiyya
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[EVIDENCE FOR AFFIRMING THE NAMES AND ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH FROM THE SUNNAH]

In addition, (the principles detailed above find expression) in the Sunnah of the Messenger .
The Sunnah explains the Quran, it clarifies its meanings, it points to it and gives expression to it.
In the same way (as the Quran), it is obligatory to have Imaan in whatever the Messenger
£ described his Lord (Mighty and Magnificent) with, in terms of those narrations that are
authentic and have been accepted by the people of knowledge.
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[EVIDENCE FOR AFFIRMING THE NAMES AND ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH FROM THE SUNNAH]
In addition, (the principles detailed above find expression) in the Sunnah of the Messenger 2.

e |n this part of his treatise the Sheikh commences with the evidences from the Sunnah of the Prophet
# which establish Allah’s Names and Attributes. Linguistically, the term sunnah means path. The
Prophet & said:

RN S O b G Gy
You will follow the paths (sunnan) of those before you. [Bukhari, Muslim]

e Inthe shari’ah, it is the sayings of the Prophet &, his actions and his tacit approvals. It is inclusive of
the obligatory and recommended acts.

e The Sunnah is the second source of legislation in Islam. This is according to its numbering, not in
terms of its rank, because its status is that of the Quran if it is authentically established. Therefore,
like the Quran, its information must be trusted, and its rulings must be enacted upon.
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When using evidences from the Quran as proof, only one matter is required and that is to ensure it
correctly proves the ruling. As for its chain of transmission, then there is no doubt in it, because it is
mutawaatir (narrated by many narrators in each generation).

As for using the Sunnah as evidence then two matters are required. Firstly, to ensure that it is
correctly attributed to the Prophet & through an authentic chain of narration, and secondly to
ensure it correctly proves the ruling. The Prophet & said:

«axs :\lﬁej Qﬁ/ﬁ\ é«.gji él /’}ﬁ»
Behold, I was given the Book, and its like along with it. [Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi - Sahih]

2
o w & o7~ e W k¥
TS }ajg.,lsdf\sj c\i..ﬁj d\j&ﬂ\ MD
The Sunnah explains the Quran, it clarifies its meanings, it points to it and gives expression
to it.

(ijﬁJl j&ﬁ) — ‘Explains the Quran.’ That is, the Sunnah explains and makes clear the meanings
intended by the Quran. For example, Allah says:

C%AJL:)/ o \\".uub-\ .-;\u%’
Those who do good will have the best and more. [Yunus: 26)]

The Prophet # explained the meaning of the ziyaadah (more) to mean gazing at the Face of Allah.
Similarly, Allah says:

€35 o2 R T
And prepare against them whatever you are able of power. [al-Anfaal: 60]
The Prophet  explained the guwwah (power) to mean shooting or throwing.

(’ ”"’) ‘It clarifies its meaning.’ It clarifies what is general in the Quran and makes it clear. For
example, Allah says:

o%',l..a)‘ AN “\ %o
And establish the prayer. [al-Baqarah: 43]

The order to establish the prayer is general, whereas the Sunnah clarifies and explains how it is to be
performed. Similarly, Allah says:

¢ 38305 %
And give Zakaat. [al-Baqgarah: 43]
The order to pay the zakaat is also general, whereas the Sunnah explains the minimum wealth upon
which zakat is due (nisaab) and the kinds of wealth upon which it is due.

(«de 3353) — 1t points to it.’ This is a general term which includes tafseer (explanation), tabyeen
(clarification) and ta’beer (expression).

(2\5&: 32333) ‘And gives expression to it.” It relates new meanings and new rulings not contained in
the Quran. For example, the upcoming hadith which mentions that Allah descends to the lowest
heaven when the last third of the night remains. This is not contained in the Quran.
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In the same way (as the Quran), it is obligatory to have Imaan in whatever the Messenger
£ described his Lord (Mighty and Magnificent) with, in terms of those narrations that are
authentic and have been accepted by the people of knowledge.

(45 & Jg3)l Caps 3) — ‘Whatever the Messenger described his Lord with.” Meaning, whatever the

Prophet # mentioned from the Attributes of Allah. Similarly, what he named his Lord with, because

there are some names of Allah that are mentioned in the Sunnah which are not mentioned in the

Quran. For example, His Names al-Shaafi (the Healer) and al-Rabb (the Lord). The Prophet £ said:
«‘:ét:i.‘\ ("_,j sj:’b‘j»

And heal, you are al-Shadfi. [Bukhari, Muslim]

«&P ad \}éjg.é j&j‘fj’]\ HE
As for the bowing, glorify al-Rabb. [Muslim]
His Name al-Rabb (the Lord) is never mentioned in the Quran independently without being
attributed to one of His creations.

(Cb’u’aﬂ %96331 &) — ‘In terms of those narrations that are authentic.” Meaning, the narrations of
the Prophet & which are sahih (authentic). The scholars of hadith have defined five conditions that
a hadith must meet before it can be classified as sahih.

1. (81330 fdl.li:) — Devoutness and righteousness of the narrators.
2. (8133 aud) — The ability of the narrators to perfectly preserve their narrations.
3. (Ll "Jl{aﬁ»g) — The chain of narrations is linked.
4, (E\L_dl Ry iZa)Uqu) — It is free from any hidden defects.
5 (.}31&' KY) iiml) — It is free from any irregularities.
This includes the narrations which are classified as hassan (sound). They differ from the sahih

narration in the second condition only. Their narrators are slightly lesser in their ability to perfectly
preserve their narrations.

(HSJ 31-5Jl3 %-‘badl Jal BEE éi) — ‘And have been accepted by the people of knowledge.’ This is
specifically referring to the scholars of the science of hadith (muhadithoon), as they are experts in
classifying the authentic and non-authentic narrations. No consideration is given for other than
them.

(euis @ BL@;}I C33) — ‘In the same way, it is obligatory to have Imaan in it.” Meaning, just as it is
obligatory to believe in what Allah has described Himself with in the Quran, then it is also obligatory
to believe in what the Prophet & described his Lord with in the authentic sunnah without tahreef
(distorting), ta’teel (denying), takyeef (asking how) and tamtheel (likening). Allah says in this regard:

§ 134T casanle 41 gl »
And Allah has sent down to you the Book and the Wisdom. [al-Nisaa: 113]
The Book is the Quran, and the Wisdom is the Sunnah.

Review questions
1. What is the linguistic and shar’i definition of the Sunnah?

2. When using evidence from the Sunnah, what two matters are required? How is this different
from the Quran?

3. The Sunnah gives tafseer, tabyeen and ta’beer of the Quran. Explain what these three terms
mean, preferably with examples.

Page 3 of 4



4. Briefly recount the five conditions a hadith must meet before it can be classified as sahih.

5. ‘In the same way, it is obligatory to have Imaan in it.” Briefly explain this statement of the
Sheikh.
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