27 Dhul Qi’dah, 1445

Explanation of al-Agidah al-Wasitiyya

5 June, 2024
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Class Notes — Lesson 46
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[THE OBLIGATION OF BELIEF THAT THE QURAN IS THE SPEECH OF ALLAH IN REALITY]

Imaan in Allah and His Books entails the belief that the Quran is Allah's Speech, it is revealed
(by Him) and is not created. From Him it came and to Him it shall return. Allah spoke it in
reality; this Quran which He revealed to Muhammad % is the speech of Allah, in reality. It is
not the speech of another.

It is not permissible to state that it is an account of the speech of Allah or an expression of
it. Indeed, even when people recite it or write it in books, it still does not cease to be the
literal speech of Allah, Most High. This is because speech, in its real sense, is attributed to
the one who originally uttered it, not to the one who said it by transmitting and conveying
it from Him.
It is the speech of Allah in its words and its meaning. The speech of Allah is not words without
meanings nor meanings without words.
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[THE OBLIGATION OF BELIEF THAT THE QURAN IS THE SPEECH OF ALLAH IN REALITY]

e Inthis part of his treatise the Sheikh explicitly explains the obligation of believing that the Quran is the
Speech of Allah in reality. This is the authentic creed of Ahlus Sunnah wal-Jam’ah, unlike many deviant
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sects who went astray regarding this important issue. The Sheikh mentions some of these deviant
beliefs regarding the Quran which certain sects adopted and refutes them.

Previously (Lessons 30, 31) the Sheikh mentioned evidences from the Quran which established the
attribute of Speech for Allah and that from His Speech is the Quran. In this part of his treatise, he
elaborates on how these evidences should be properly understood and interpreted and purges them
from the false interpretation of the deviant sects.
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Imaan in Allah and His Books entails, the belief that the Quran is Allah's Speech, it is revealed
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(by Him) and is not created. From Him it came and to Him it shall return.

(<1 338 &)1 54 Sles¥l) — “The belief that the Quran is Allah’s Speech.” The basis of believing that the
Quran is Allah’s Speech being included in the Imaan in Allah, is that Quran is from the Speech of Allah,
and the Speech of Allah is from His Attributes. Also, Allah has described in the Quran that the Quran
is His Speech, so attesting to that is part of Imaan in Allah.

The evidence that the Quran is Allah’s Speech is Allah’s saying:
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And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protection, then grant him protection so that
he may hear the words of Allah. [al-Tawbah: 6]

(J#2) — 1t is revealed.” Meaning, it was sent down as revelation by Allah. Allah says:
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Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur'an and indeed We will be its guardian. [al-Hijr: 9]
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Indeed, We sent down the Qur'an during the Night of Decree. [Qadr: 1]

(‘531;.3 J£) - ‘And it is not created.’ Meaning, the Quran is not from the creation that Allah has
created. Allah says:
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Surely, His is the Creation and the Command. [al-A’raf: 54]

Allah differentiated between His creation and His command, because the use of the conjunction ()
implies variance. Elsewhere Allah described the Quran as being His Command:
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And thus, We have revealed to you an inspiration of Our Command. [al-Shura: 52]

(135 @) — “From Him it came.” Meaning, the commencement of its revelation is from Allah, not from
Jibril nor from the Prophet 2 nor from any other being. Allah says:

‘%&—L\-‘ 35 oe ool 55 4% B89
Say, Ruhul Qudus (Jibril) has brought it (the Quran) down from your Lord. [al-Nahl: 102]

(o925 45.!!3) — ‘And to Him it shall return.’ As per the authentic narrations, that towards the end of time,

the Quran will be ascended during the night. The people will wake up not finding it before them,
neither in their hearts nor in their Mus’hafs. Allah will raise it to Himself. [Ibn Maajah, Tabarani - Sahih]
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This will happen when the people turn away from it completely, neither reciting it, nor believing in it,
nor acting upon it.

Allah spoke it literally.

e This statement by the Sheikh builds on the basis that all of Allah’s Attributes are affirmed in reality
(hageeqgah), in a manner befitting His Majesty. If the Quran is Allah’s Speech in reality, then it is not
possible that it is created, because Allah’s Attributes are not created, unlike the attributes of the
creation which are created (by Allah).
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This Quran which He revealed to Muhammad % is the speech of Allah, in reality. It is not the
speech of another.

o The Sheikh repeated this statement, because of its tremendous importance and status. This issue
resulted in the trial for many Muslim scholars. However, Allah preserved the truth with Imam Ahmad
Ibn Hanbal and his like, who refused to say except that the Quran is the Speech of Allah, and it is not
created.

. (OJS-E é%ﬂ) — ‘It is not the speech of another.” Contrary to those who claim that the Quran is Jibreel’s
speech, which Allah inspired to him, or that it is the Prophet’s speech. The ayaat which attribute the
Quran to either Jibreel or Muhammad & are understood to mean that they spoke Allah’s Words when
conveying them, however, it was Allah who originally initiated them.
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It is not permissible to state that it is an account of the speech of Allah or an expression of it.

e Those who said it was a Hikaayah (account or narrative) of Allah’s Speech are the Kullabiyyah and
those like them, while those who claimed that it was a ‘/baarah (expression) of Allah’s Speech are the
Ash’ariyyah.

A Hikaayah is a parallel, like the reverberation or echo of the sound. This echo according to them is
what is recited and written in the Mus’hafs. As for the ‘Ibaarah, what is meant by it, is that the one
who talks, uses created letters and sounds to express the speech themselves.

Both these deviant groups agreed that the Quran written in the Mus’haf is not Allah’s Speech, but is
either a Hikaayah or a ‘Ibaarah of the meaning of the Quran. They both agreed that the meaning of
the Quran comes from Allah, but not the words themselves. This is contrary to the evidences of the
Quran and Sunnah. The entire Quran, both its words and meanings, is from Allah.
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Indeed, even when people recite it or write it in books, it still does not cease to be the
literal speech of Allah, Most High. This is because speech, in its real sense, is attributed to
the one who originally uttered it, not to the one who said it by transmitting and conveying
it from Him.
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Meaning, no matter how many times people write the Quran in the Mus’hafs, memorise it in their
chests or recite it with their tongues, it will not remove it from being Allah’s Speech in reality.

(Busss W6 3a J) diais C3LS W) aSEU1 HB) — “This is because speech, in its real sense, is attributed to
the one who originally uttered it.” This is a justification by the Sheikh of his previous statement, that
the Quran remains the Speech of Allah regardless of whether it is written, memorised or recited.

The reason is clear. Speech is attributed to whoever said it first. For example, we do not say of
someone quoting excerpts from the books of Ibnul Qayyim or Ibn Taymiyya that these are his words.
Rather, the statements remain those of Ibnul Qayyim or Ibn Taymiyya even though many people may
come after them who convey and transmit them.

(5355 Bles 46 4a 3 Y) - ‘Not to the one who said it by transmitting and conveying.’ Because the one
who conveys it or transmits it is simply a medium, even if the speech is attributed to them, such as
the Prophet # and Jibreel.
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It is the speech of Allah in its words and its meaning.

This is the methodology of Ahlus Sunnah wal-Jama’ah regarding the Quran and it is the truth. They
say that Allah spoke the Quran, with both its words and meanings. Both return to Allah.
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The speech of Allah is not words without meanings.

This is the methodology of the Mu’tazilah and Jahmiyyah. They claim that the Speech of Allah
(including the Quran) is not inclusive of the meanings, because the meanings cannot be attributed to
Allah’s Essence (Dhaat). According to them, the Speech of Allah is just words and sounds created by
Allah, and attributed to Him as a means of honouring and exalting them, like the House of Allah.
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Nor meanings without words.

This is the methodology of Kullabiyyah and Ash’ariyyah. They claim that Allah’s Speech is a meaning
within Himself, then He created words and sounds that demonstrate this meaning, either as a ‘/baarah
or a Hikaayah.

Review questions
1. What does the Sheikh look to establish in this part of his treatise?
2. How is believing that the Quran is the Speech of Allah inclusive of belief in Allah?

3. Briefly explain what is meant by: ‘It is revealed and is not created. From Him it came and to Him
it shall return.”

4. How should we interpret the ayaat which sometimes attribute the Quran to the Prophet £ or to
Jibril?

5. Which deviant groups claimed that the wordings of the Quran are from Allah but not the
meanings? Which deviant group claimed that the meanings of the Quran are from Allah but not
the words? What is the correct belief of Ahlus Sunnah wal-Jama’ah?
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