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However, the one who has succumbed to doubt will say: 'Hah hah, | do not know. | heard
people saying something, so | said it as well.’

Then he will be beaten with an iron rod and he will cry out with a wail that will be heard
by everything except mankind, for if he were to hear it, he would swoon.

This trial will be followed by bliss or punishment until the Major Resurrection when the
souls will be returned to their bodies.
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However, the one who has succumbed to doubt will say: 'Hah hah, | do not know. | heard
people saying something, so I said it as well.’

° (d,a@idl Lﬁj) — ‘However, the one who has succumbed to doubt.” Meaning, the sceptic, the doubter,
the hypocrite, the disbeliever, and their likes.

e (8 8R) — ‘Hah, Hah.’ This is an expression of doubt and pain. He says this as if he forgot something
he wants to recall. This is from the greatest sorrow and regret, that he imagines that he knows the
response, but a barrier has been placed between him and it.

° (41159 G 033 35.3 QuGJl EIeA @37 Y) - /1 do not know. I heard people saying something, so I said it as
well.” Meaning, that Imaan had not penetrated his heart. Their Imaan was only in speech. He only
used to say what the people said, without /Imaan reaching his heart. This is when he is being
guestioned in his grave, and he is most in need of knowing the correct answer, but will be incapable,
and will utter this statement instead.
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Then he will be beaten with an iron rod and he will cry out with a wail that will be heard
by everything except mankind, for if he were to hear it, he would swoon.

o (wus b Bise Ciniid) — ‘Then he will be beaten with an iron rod.” Meaning, the one who does not

answer correctly, whether they were disbelievers or hypocrites, will be beaten with a mirzabah (iron
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hammer) by the two angels who question him. It is reported in some narrations that if all the people
of Mina gathered to lift this iron hammer, they would not be able to do so.

(gcéi B Ganas i:r.y: égagﬁ) — ‘He will cry out with a wail that will be heard by everything.’
Meaning, when he is hit by the angels with the iron hammer, he will let out a terrible scream that
will be heard by everything except the thagalayn (mankind and jinn). [Bukhari]

This is an audible scream that will can be heard. Not everything in every place in the world will hear
him, but rather only those around him. [Bukhari]

Sometimes, the ones who can hear the scream will be affected by it, such as when the mule of the
Prophet £ became agitated, nearly kicking him off, when he passed by some graves of the
mushrikoon,.

(B2l Sl Gaess 35 Sladyl Yl) - ‘Except mankind, for if he were to hear it, he would swoon.’
Meaning, mankind cannot hear the screams of the deceased when they are hit by the angels with
the iron hammer. If they were to hear them, they would faint from terror, or die from it. Their
inability to hear this terrifying scream has several benefits.

1. The statement of the Prophet £:
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If it were not for you abandoning the burying of the dead, | would have certainly
supplicated Allah that He should make you listen the torment of the grave. [Muslim)
2. That it acts as a revealing cover for the deceased.
3. That the living would faint and potentially die from it because it is unbearable.

4. |If the living were able to hear the screams of the people being punished in their graves, belief
in it would come under the belief in the witnessed and not under the belief in the unseen.
With this, the benefit of being tested would be defeated, since people will believe in what
they witness.
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This trial will be followed by bliss or punishment.
The word ‘then’ (& ) is used to express sequence and immediacy. That is, a person will begin to be
punished or rewarded immediately. For the disbeliever, when they say ‘1 do not know’ they will be

immediately hit with the iron hammer. As for the believer when they answer correctly, a door of
Paradise will be opened for them immediately and their grave will be made wide and spacious.

The punishment and reward of the grave is established in both the Quran and Sunnah. As for the
Quran, Allah says:
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The Fire, they are exposed to it morning and evening. And the Day the Hour appears [it will
be said]: ‘Make the people of Fir'awn enter the severest punishment.’ [Ghafir: 46]

Regarding the believers at the moment of their death:
4@ &lasd a8\ FATT AT r_f—=~\;’ 2 e ;L“ 43 Cnsb &u\ ‘.w 535 il

The ones whom the angels take in death, [being] good and pure; [the angels] will say:
‘Peace be upon you. Enter Paradise for what you used to do.’ [al-Nahl: 32]
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As for the Sunnah, the Prophet # once passed by two graves and said:
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Indeed, they are being punished, and they are not being punished for something major. As for

one of them, he used to not protect himself from urine, and as for the other, he used to go about
spreading gossip. [Bukhari, Muslim]

The disbelievers will be continuously punished in their graves, because they are deserving of it, and
because if their punishment ceased, this would be a relief for them, and they are not deserving of it.
Hence, they will remain being punished until the Day of Resurrection.

As for the sinners among the believers whom Allah has decreed that they will be punished, their
punishment may be constant, or it may not be constant. It may be prolonged or it may not be
prolonged - depending on the magnitude of their sins, and the degree of Allah’s Pardon.
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Until the Major Resurrection ...

The Major Resurrection occurs when the people will rise from their graves and stand before Allah,
after the Trumpet is blown a second time.

The mention of the Major Resurrection by the Sheikh indicates by implication that there is a minor
resurrection. This is the resurrection of every person individually when they die. Whoever dies will
be resurrected to answer the questions in the grave.

sk ) Cj)’z’\ Sz
.. when the souls will be returned to their bodies.
This will occur after the second blowing of the Trumpet and is not the return of the souls in the

Barzakh, when the deceased will be questioned.

Allah will order Israfil to blow the Trumpet and everyone in the heavens and on the earth will perish,
except for whom Allah has willed. Then when he is ordered to blow it a second time, the souls will
be returned to their bodies and the people will be resurrected. Allah says:
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And the Horn will be blown; and at once from the graves to their Lord they will hasten. They

will say: ‘O woe to us! Who has raised us up from our sleeping place?’ [Yasin: 51-52]

No one knows the reality of the souls except Allah. Allah says:

SOV ) oall 53 25,5 35 30 2 2000 5 5301 o2 085255
And they ask you, [0 Muhammad], about the soul. Say: ‘The soul is of the affair of my Lord. And
mankind have not been given of knowledge except a little.” [al-lsra’: 85]

The returning of the souls too their bodies is evidence that the resurrection is a restoration (i’‘aadah)
and not a renewal (ta’jdeed). It is the restoration of the body which turned to dust and its bones
decayed. Allah will gather these dispersed parts until the body is reformed, then the souls will be
returned to their bodies. This is as Allah says:
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And it is He who begins the creation; then He repeats (returns) it, and that is [even]
easier for Him. [al-Rum: 27]

This refutes those who claim that the bodies will be created again as a new body.

Review questions
1. How will the doubting disbeliever respond to the three questions in the grave?
2. What are the benefits of mankind not being able to hear the punishment of the grave?

3. ‘The Fire, they are exposed to it morning and evening. And the Day the Hour appears [it will be
said]: Make the people of Fir'awn enter the severest punishment.’ [Ghafir: 46] — What is this ayah
evidence for?

4. Will the punishment of the grave be continuous for the disobedient believers? What about for
the disbelievers.

5. Explain the following statement: ‘The returning of the souls back to their bodies is evidence that
the resurrection is a restoration and not a renewal.’
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