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 بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم 

Explanation of The Book of Tawheed 
 

Class Notes – Chapter 59 

 

رِ اا﴿اا:االَاعاَت اَاالل اال او اق اَاب اباَ مر
َ
َاهلِيِهةِ يَقُولوُنَ هَلر لََاَ مِنَ الأ ِ ظَنه الْر َق 

َ الْر ِ غَيْر ء   يَظُنُّونَ باِللَّه     مِن شََۡ
رَ كُُُّهُ للَِّ  مر

َ
ا﴾ا قُلر إنِه الأ

Allah the Exalted says: "They thought wrongly of Allah - the thought of 

ignorance. They said: 'Have we any part in the affair?' Say: 'Indeed the affair 

belongs completely to Allah'”. [aal-Imraan: 154] 

(The prohibition of having evil thoughts regarding Allah) 
 

● Relevance of the chapter to the book:  Having good thoughts and thinking well of Allah is from the 

obligations of tawheed. Therefore, to have evil thoughts of Allah and to mistrust Him contradicts 

correct tawheed.  

● Having evil thoughts and assumptions of Allah is to think and assume of Him that which does not befit 

His Majesty. They are of two types: 

1. Having evil thoughts of Allah which removes the core of tawheed. For example. Believing that 

Allah has a son. This is major shirk. 

2. Having evil thoughts of Allah which removes the perfection of tawheed. For example, thinking 

that Allah will delay His promised victory to His believing servants when they are deserving of 

it. This constitutes minor shirk. 

ِ ﴿  :الَاعاَت اَااالل ااال او اق اَااب اباَ ِ ٱ يَظُنُّونَ ب اَ مِنَ    لۡجََٰهِليِهةِ  ٱ ظَنه    لَْۡق ِ ٱ غَيَْۡ    للَّه مۡرِ ٱ يَقُولوُنَ هَل لَه
َ
ء   قُلۡ إِ   لۡأ   نه مِن شََۡ

مۡرَ ٱ 
َ
ا لََ يُبۡدُونَ لكََ     ۥكُُههُ   لۡأ نفُسِهِم مه

َ
ِِۗ يُُۡفُونَ فِِٓ أ مۡرِ ٱ يَقُولوُنَ لوَۡ كََنَ لََاَ مِنَ    لِلَّه

َ
ِۗ قُل    لۡأ ا قُتلِۡنَا هََٰهُنَا ءٞ مه شََۡ

زَ   هوۡ كُنتُمۡ فِِ بُيُوتكُِمۡ لبََََ ِينَ ٱ ل ُ ٱ وَلَِِبۡتَلَِِ    هِمۡ  إلَََِٰ مَضَاجِعِ   لۡقَتۡلُ ٱ كُتبَِ عَليَۡهِمُ    لَّه مَا فِِ صُدُوركُِمۡ    للَّه
صَ مَا فِِ قُلُوبكُِمۡ   ُ ٱوَ   وَلُِِمَح ِ ُۢ بذَِاتِ    للَّه دُورِ ٱ عَليِمُ  ﴾ا ١٥٤ لصُّ

Allah the Almighty said: They thought wrongly of Allah - the thought of ignorance. They said: 

'Have we any part in the affair?' Say: 'Indeed the affair belongs completely to Allah'. They hide 

within themselves what they dare not reveal to you. They say: ‘If there was anything we could 

have done in the matter, we would not have been killed right here’. Say: ‘Even if you had been 

inside your houses, those decreed to be killed would have come out to their death beds’.  It was so 

that Allah might test what is in your chests and purify what is in your hearts. And Allah knows well 

what is in the hearts. [aal-Imraan: 154] 

● (  ب  
َ
ون

ُّ
ن
ُ
ظ
َ
  ٱي

َ
َ    للّ يۡر

َ
 ٱغ

 
ق
َ
ح
ۡ
ل ) – “They thought wrongly of Allah”. This is referring to the hypocrites. They had evil 

thoughts and assumptions of Allah which did not befit His Majesty. Something which is haqq is the 
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truth, therefore the opposite of it is false and wrong (baatil). Their thoughts and assumptions of Allah 

were false and wrong. 

(   
َّ
ن
َ
ة  ٱ ظ

يَّ ل  ه 
َٰ 
َ
ج
ۡ
ل ) – “The thoughts of ignorance”. Their thoughts of Allah are attributed to the jaahilliyya 

because they did not acknowledge Allah’s Majesty and Greatness. Whatever is attributed to the 

jahilliyya is forbidden. They claimed that Allah would not give victory to His Messenger  صلى الله عليه وسلم and the 

believers. This ayah was revealed in the context of the events that occurred in the Battle of Uhud. 

● (  
َ
ن ا م 

َ
ن
َ
ل ل

َ
 ه

َ
ون

ُ
ول
ُ
ق
َ
ر  ٱ  ي

مر
َ ر
ء    لۡ ر ي

َ ن ش  م  ) – “They said: ‘Have we any part in the affair’”. This is a question which 

the hypocrites ask and its purpose is to negate. That is, we do not have any share in victory and success 

with the Prophet  صلى الله عليه وسلم, and had we had a say in the matter, the outcome of the Battle of Uhud would 

have been different. They wished to remove the blame from themselves with this statement but 

instead ended up opposing the decree of Allah. 

● (   
َّ
ن  إ 

لر
ُ
رَ ٱق مر

َ ر
   لۡ

ُ
ه
َ
ل
ُ
     ۥك

َ
للّ  ) – “Say: ‘Indeed, the affair belongs completely to Allah’”. No one can prevent or alter 

what Allah has decreed. 

● ( 
 َ
ك
َ
 ل
َ
ون

ُ
د بر
ُ
 ي
َ
ا لَ م مَّ ه  س 

ُ
نف
َ
ٓ أ ي  
 
 ف

َ
ون

ُ
ف
ر
خ
ُ
 They hide within themselves what they dare not reveal to you’”. That“ – (ي

is, the hypocrites hide in their heart the rejection of Islam and the denial of the truth. This differs to 

what they reveal to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم whereby they confirm their belief and claim to seek guidance. 

● That remainder of this ayah has been explained in Chapter 57 – ‘What has been mentioned regarding 

saying: If only…’. 

● General meaning of the ayah: In this ayah, Allah reveals what was concealed in the hearts of the 

hypocrites at the time of the Battle of Uhud. They retained evil thoughts of Allah, by claiming that 

Allah would not give victory to His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم nor would His religion prevail. 

Furthermore, they claimed that none of them would have been killed, and they would have achieved 

victory if they had the upper hand, and the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and his companions had been subordinate to 

them. However, Allah refuted them and affirmed that nothing takes place without being 

predetermined by Him and written in al-Lawh al-Mahfooth (The Preserved Tablet); and that what He 

decrees is irreversible. 

● Relevance of the ayah to the chapter: That Allah refuted the hypocrites for their evil thoughts of Him. 

This refutation is from three perspective. 

1. That their thoughts were not the truth, rather they were false. 

2. That their thoughts were the thoughts of the jaahiliyya. Anything which is attributed to the 

jaahiliyya is forbidden. 

3. That it was the hypocrites who retained these evil thoughts and anything which is attributed 

to the them is blameworthy and forbidden.   

االل ات اَ بَ   ﴿ااا:الَاعاَوقول  ِ آن يَِ   لمُۡشۡۡكََِٰتِ ٱ وَ   لمُۡشِۡۡكيَِ ٱ وَ   لمُۡنََٰفقََِٰتِ ٱ وَ   لمُۡنََٰفقِِيَ ٱ وَيُعَذ  ِ   ٱلظه وءِۡ    ظَنه   بٱِللَّه   ٱلسه
وءِۡ    دَائٓرَِةُ   عَلَيۡهِمۡ  ُ   وغََضِبَ   ٱلسه عَده   وَلعََنَهُمۡ   عَلَيۡهِمۡ   ٱللَّه

َ
 ﴾ا ٦ مَصِيْٗا   وسََاءَٓتۡ   جَهَنهمَ    لهَُمۡ   وَأ

Allah the Almighty said: And so that He may punish the hypocrite men and hypocrite women, and 

the polytheist men and polytheist women - those who think evil thoughts about Allah, upon them 

is a misfortune of an evil nature, and Allah has become angry with them and cursed them and 

prepared for them Hellfire, and evil it is as a destination. [al-Fath: 6] 

● { يۡ َ ٱ
 
ن
ٓ
ا
َ
  ٱب    لظ

َ
    للّ

َّ
ن
َ
ء  ٱظ

ور لسَّ } – “Those who think evil thoughts about Allah”. This is referring to the men and 

women of the hypocrites and polytheists, as per the beginning of the ayah. They harboured the evil 

thought of Allah that He will not give victory to His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم and the believers and that Islam will 

eventually die out. 
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● {   
ُ
رَة ئ 

ٓ
ا
َ
د مر  ه 

ير
َ
ل
َ
ء  ٱ ع

ور لسَّ } – “Upon them is a misfortune of an evil nature”. A daa’ira is essentially a circle. 

Therefore, the hypocrites will be encircled with severe punishment and humiliation from Allah which 

they cannot escape. 

● { بَ   ض 
َ
ُ ٱوَغ

َ
مر   للّ ه 

ير
َ
ل
َ
ع } – “And Allah has become angry with them and cursed them”. That is, Allah’s anger 

has befallen them and they will be deprived of his Mercy. 

● General meaning of the ayah: In reply to the claim of the hypocrites and polytheists who falsely 

accuse Allah of misjudgement and think that He will not grant victory to His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم and the 

believers, Allah refutes them and confirms that they will suffer inseparable punishment and will be 

deprived of His Mercy. Furthermore, Allah confirms that He has set the Hellfire in readiness for them. 

It is the worst destination which they will inevitably meet. 

● Relevance of the ayah to the chapter: That Allah refuted the hypocrites for their evil thoughts of Him. 

Again, this refutation is from three perspectives: 

1. That Allah described their thoughts as being of an evil nature. 

2. That upon them will be a misfortune of an evil nature. 

3. That it was the hypocrites and polytheists who retained these evil thoughts and anything 

which is attributed to them is blameworthy and forbidden.   

اام اي  االقاَاان ااب اااالاَقاَ راَولَاال اااة ااالآياَف  ان اب اَااراَف س  ا،اواَل اح اماَض اياَساَاه اراَم اأاَاان اأاَ،اواَه اولاَس اراَاار اص ان ااي اَلَاااه ااناَحاَب اس اااه ان اب اَاان اااالظ اذاَهاَاا:اف س  
ان اأاَ،اواَه اول اس ارَاراَم اي ت م اأاَاان اأاَااار اكاَن اإ اواَاار اداَالقاَااار اكاَن اإ اواَااة اماَك اح ا اال اااار اكاَن اب  اااراَس  اف ا،اف اَه ات اماَك اح اواَاالل ااار اداَقاَب ااان اك اياَاام ا لاَااه ااباَصاَااأاَماَ
اااوناَك ار اش ام ا ال اواَااوناَق ااف اناَم ا الااه ان اياظاَذ اال اااء او االساَاان اظاَااواَااه اذاَهاَواَاا.اه ال  اك اااين اىاالد  الاَعاَااه اراَه اظ اي ا ااناَااكاَماَ ان اإ ا،اواَح ات االفاَااة اوراَاس اف 

ا.اق ااد االص اااه اد اع اواَواَااه اد احَ اواَااه ات اماَك اح ا  اباايق ال اااياَماَ،اواَه ااناَحاَب اس اااه اب ااايق ال اااياَماَاار ا ي اغاَاان اظاَااه ان ا؛الَاَء او االس ااان اااظاَذاَهاَ
اه اائ اضاَقاَىاب اراَااجاَماَاوناَك اياَاان اأاَااراَكاَن اأاَااو ا،اأاَق احاَ ااال اهاَعاَماَال اح اماَض اياَااة ار اق اتاَس ام ااة االاَداَإ اااق  احاَ اىاال الاَعاَاالاَاط االباَاايل اد اي اااه ان اأاَاان اظاَاان اماَفاَ

،اة اداَر اجاَ ام اااة ايئاَش اماَ ال ااكاَل اذاَاان اأاَااماَعاَزاَاال ا؛اباَد ام احاَ اااال اهاَي  الاَعاَاق اح اتاَس اياَااة اغاَل اباَاة اماَك اح ا ل اااه اراَد اقاَااوناَك اياَاان اأاَااراَكاَن اأاَااو ا،اأاَه ار اداَقاَواَ
ا.ار االن اااناَواام ار افاَكاَاايناَذ ال ال ااال اي اواَوا،اف اَر افاَكاَاايناَذ اال ااان اظاَااكاَل اذاَفاَ

افاَراَعاَاان ااماَل اإ اااكاَل اذاَاان ام اام الاَس ااياَلَا،اواَم اه اي  اغاَب اااه ال اعاَف اااي اَيماَف ا،اواَم اه ا اب اااص اتاَخ ا ااياَيماَف اااء او االس ااان اظاَاالل اب ااوناَن اظ اياَاااس االن ااار اث اَك اأاَواَ
ا.اه اد احَ اواَااه ات اماَك اح اااباَوج ام اواَااه اات افاَص اواَااه ااءاَماَ س اأاَواَاااللاَ

ا.ء او االس ااان اظاَااه اب  اراَب اااه ان  اظاَاان ام ااه ار اف اغ ات اَس اياَل ا،اواَاالل الَاإ اااب ات اي اَل اا،اواَذاَهاَ اب اااه اس اف ان اَل اااح ااص االن ااايب اب االل اااتَ اع اي اَل اف اَ
ا،اذاَكاَااواَذاَكاَااوناَك اياَاان اياأاَغ اباَن  اي اَاااناَكاَااه ان اأاَ،اواَه الاَااة اماَلَاماَواَاار اداَىاالقاَلاَن تا اعاَعاَت اَااه اداَناَع اااتاَي اأاَراَ،الاَتاَش ات اف اَاان اماَااتاَش ات اف اَااو الاَواَ

ا؟ام ا اال اساَااتاَن اأاَاال ا،اهاَكاَساَف ان اَااش ات  اف اَ،اواَر اث اك اتاَس ام اواَاال اق  ات اَس ام افاَ
اإ اافاَل اإ اواَ...ااااة ايماَظ اياعاَذ ااان ام ااج ان ااات اَهاَن  ام ااج ان ات اَاان اإ افاَ  يا اجاَناَااكاَال اخاَاإاَالَان  

Commenting on the first ayah of this chapter, Ibnul Qayyim said: The thought of ignorance is 

explained as meaning that Allah will not help the Messenger  صلى الله عليه وسلم and that his mission will soon fade 

away. It is also explained as meaning that the afflictions he suffered were not due to Divine 

Preordainment from Allah and His Wisdom. It is therefore explained as the denial of Wisdom and 

Decree and their claim that Allah would neither complete the mission of His Messenger  صلى الله عليه وسلم nor 

make His religion prevail over all other religions. These were the evil thoughts retained by the 

hypocrites and polytheists which are mentioned in Surat al-Fath. This thought is described as being 

evil since it goes against what is befitting of Allah’s Majesty, Wisdom Praiseworthiness and 

truthful Promise.  
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Similar to those hypocrites is the person who wrongly thinks that falsehood will continuously 

prevail over the truth causing it to vanish; or who denies that things occur due to Allah's Decree; or 

denies an overriding wisdom behind His Decree that is deserving of praise. Rather, they claim that 

what occurs is due to an arbitrary purposeless will.  These are the thoughts of those who disbelieve 

and woe to those who disbelieve from the Hellfire.  

Moreover, most people think the worst of Allah with regards to what affects them in particular 

and what He does with others. No one is safe from that, except those who truly know Allah 

through His Names and Attributes, and know the necessity of His Wisdom and Praise.  

Let the intelligent recipient of good advice look closely at himself in this matter and let him repent 

to Allah and beg His forgiveness for having harboured the worst thoughts about his Lord. If you 

were to look closely at such individuals, you would see in them distress and annoyance with what 

Allah has decreed, blaming and finding fault in it, and thinking it should rather be such and such. 

Some people are lesser in these evil thoughts, while others are greater. Examine yourself: Are you 

free from such thoughts? 

If you are saved from it you have been saved from a great calamity, but if not, I cannot regard you 

as saved! 

م  ) ●
ي 
َ
الق  

ُ
ن
ْ
اب الَ 

َ
 Ibnul Qayyim said”. In his book Zaadul Ma’aad (Provisions for the Hereafter). His“ – (ق

commentary is in the context of the events of what occurred in the Battle of Uhud. His statement is 

quoted in this chapter as an explanation of the ayaat used as evidence. 

● The statement of Ibnul can be summarised under three main points. 

1. To think that Allah will allow falsehood to continuously prevail over the truth thus causing it 

to vanish. This is the evil thought of the hypocrites and polytheists mentioned in Surat al-

Fath. 

2. To reject that what occurs from difficult matters is from the decree of Allah. This evil thought 

necessitates that there are matters which occur which are not under His decree. 

3. To reject that the decree of Allah is for an ultimate wisdom which He alone knows, and for 

this He is deserving of all praise. This evil thought necessitates that what He decrees is 

nothing more than foolishness and play. The people differ in this category according to their 

knowledge of Allah and His Names and Attributes. 

● Important issues of the Chapter  

1. Explanation of the ayah in aal-Imran (3:154). As explained above. 

2. Explanation of the ayah in al-Fath (48:6). As explained above. 

3. Notice that the worst estimation of Allah is of uncounted variety. That is, to have evil thoughts 

of Allah can take many forms, as explained by Ibnul Qayyim in his commentary. The principle 

which defines an evil though, is to think of Allah in a manner which does not befit His Majesty.  

4. Only the person who knows himself and the true meanings of the Names and Attributes of 

Allah is safe from harbouring such thoughts. That is, the more a person knows Allah the less 

likely they are to harbour these evil thoughts of Him. The deficiency is in the individual and their 

lack of knowledge, not in Allah who is perfect in every regard. 
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