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 بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم 

Explanation of The Book of Tawheed 
 

Class Notes – Chapter 63 

 

اهاِي اِباِناَاةاِم اذاِواَااللاِاةاِاذِم افِااااءاَااجاَماَاب اباَ
What has been mentioned regarding the covenant of Allah and the covenant 

of His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم. 
 

● Relevance of the chapter to the book: This chapter makes clear that fulfilling covenants and vows is a 

sign of veneration of Allah, whereas breaking them implies disrespect of Him, which no doubt affects 

the perfection of tawheed. 

● Allah has a covenant on His servants, that they worship Him Alone without associating any partners 

with Him. Similarly, the servants have a covenant from Allah (which He imposed upon Himself) that 

He will not punish those who worship Him alone without associating partners with Him. 

● The Prophet  صلى الله عليه وسلم also has a covenant upon his ummah, that they will follow the sharee’ah he came 

with, and not innovate in it. Similarly, his ummah has a covenant on him (which Allah imposed upon 

him) that He will convey the message and not conceal anything of it. 

● ( َََّّّةَِّم َّذَِّو َََّّّاللَََِّّّةَِّذِم َّ
 
َّن
 
هَِّي َّب ) – “Allah’s covenant and the covenant of His Messenger”. Generally speaking, they 

are the same thing, which is the sharee’ah mankind is obliged to follow. Intended in this, is the specific 

pledges and vows that are made between people which they are obligated to fulfill and not to break. 

وۡفُوا ْا﴿اا:الَاعاَوقولِااِللات اَ
َ
َٰهَدتُّمْْْۡإذَِاْْْٱلَلِّْْْبعَِهۡدِْْْوَأ يمََٰۡنَْْْتنَقُضُوا ْْْوَلَْْْعَ

َ
ْْٱلَلَّْْْجَعَلۡتُمُْْْوَقدَْْْۡتوَۡكيِدِهَاْْْبَعۡدَْْْٱلۡۡ

ْ﴾٩١ْْتَفۡعَلُونَْْْمَاْْْيَعۡلمَُْْْٱلَلَّْْْإنَِْْْكَفِيلًاْْْعَلَيۡكُمْۡ
Allah the Almighty said: And fulfill the covenant of Allah when you have taken it, and do not break 

the oaths after their confirmation while you have made Allah, over you, a security. Indeed, Allah 

knows what you do. [al-Nahl: 91] 

● { دََِّّ
ۡ
ه َّبِع 

ْ
وا
ُ
وۡف
َ
أ َِّٱو 

َ
للّ } – “And fulfill the covenant of Allah”. That is, the covenant of adhering to the sharee’ah 

and also the covenants that are made between people such as business contracts, marriage contracts, 

pledges of allegiance (bay’ah) and the covenants which exist between the Muslims and the 

disbelievers. All of these must be fulfilled according to their terms. 

● { ََّّ
ْ
وا

ُ
ض

ُ
نق
 
َّت

 
لَ َّٱو 

 
ن م  َٰ

ۡ
ي
 ۡ
لۡ } – “And do no break the oaths”. Covenants are usually ratified by oaths taken in the 

name of Allah, which is why they are mentioned in the same context. 

ا} ●
 
وۡكِيدِه

 
َّت
 
عۡد

 
 After their confirmation”. That is, after the oaths have been confirmed by taking them“ – {ب

in the Name of Allah. 

● { َّ
 
َّج

ۡ
د
 
ق مَُّو 

ُ
ت
ۡ
ل  َّٱع 

َ
ََّّللّ

ً
فِيل

َ
مَّۡك

ُ
يۡك
َ
ل
 
ع } – “While you have made Allah over you a security”. That is, Allah is a witness 

over you when you make covenants and oaths in His Name. 
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● { ََّّ
 
 َّٱإِن

َ
َََّّّللّ

 
ون

ُ
ل ع 
ۡ
ف
 
اَّت مَُّم 

َ
عۡل
 
ي } – “Indeed Allah knows what you do”. This is a threat from Allah, for He knows 

when you break your covenants and oaths, so beware of breaking them intentionally. 

● General meaning of the ayah: In this ayah Allah commands the believers to fulfill their covenants and 

pledges, and not to break the oaths taken in His name. By taking them in His name, they have made 

Him as their witness and an observer over them. He knows their actions and will proportionally 

recompense them. 

● Relevance of the ayah to the chapter: The ayah proves the obligation of fulfilling pledges and 

covenants, because the order to fulfill them necessitates obligation. 

االلاِس اانَاراَ:اكاَالاَقاَااه ان اعاَاالل ااياَضاِراَااب  رَي دَةاَاان اعاَ هِابتَِ ق وَىاتاِاخَاص او صَاه افِاأاَااي ةاٍراِساَااو اىاجَي شٍاأاَلاَيرااًعاَماِأاَااراَم اااأاَذاَإاِااصلى الله عليه وسلمااول 
امَعَه امِنَاال اواَاااللاِ لِمِيَناخاَ مَن  ماِ:ااالاَقاَراً،اف اَ اي ام س  اكَفَرَاباِا،يلِااللاِباِاساَفِاااللاِاااغ ز واابِس  لُّواااتَ غ الَااغ ز وااواَاا،للاِقاَتلِ واامَن 

ت  ل وااوَلاِلَاواَاا،ل وا اث اِماَ ات الَاوااواَدِر اغ ات اَاالَاواَ اا.ااًيداَاتَ ق 
ركِِيَنافاَ اكَامِنَاال ااالقَِيتَاعَد و اذاَإاِواَ اإاِم ش  اواَجَاب وكَافاَااأاَماَاان اه ات اَي  اأاَخِلَالٍ(افاَااو الاثِاخِصَالٍا)أاَاثاَلَااد ع ه م  ه م  بَل امِن   اف اك ااق  

ه م ،اث اعاَ اإاِاام ا ان   ه م ،اث ااان اإاِفاَاا،ماِلَااس ااالاِلَااد ع ه م  بَل امِن   اإاِاام ا أجَاب وكَافاق   اإاِاالت الَااد ع ه م  ادَارهِِم  ادَارِالَاحَوُّلِامِن 
اأاَأاَواَاا،م هَاجِريِناَ اال ا بِِ ه م  اماَه م اماَ الاَاان اإاِكَافاَلاِفَ عَل وااذاَاان اإاِاام اه ا ان اخ  اأاَإاِفاَاا،م هَاجِريِناَ ااعَلَىاال اااللِ م هَاجِريِنَاوَعَلَي هِم  ااأاَن  ابَ و  ن 

باِاافاَهاَن  ال وااماِيَ تَحَو ا اأاَ اأَخ  ايَك ون وااكاَ ان ار ه م  لِمِيَناياَ اع رَابِاال اأاَه م  م االلاِ م س  رِياعَلَي هِم اح ك  اه م افِا الاَااون اك ااياَلَاواَاا،االَاعاَت اَااج 
ءٌاإاِال فَي االغنَِيمَةِاواَ لِمِيناَ اال اااعاَجَاهِد وااماَ ي ااان ااأاَل اءِاشَي  اه اإاِفاَاا،م س  اافاَأاَاام ان  بَل اجَاب وكَافاَأاَاام اه ااان اإاِجِز ية،افاَ ال ااام اه ا ال اأاَاس ابَ و  اق  

ه م اوك ف ا ه م ،افاَعاَامِن   اه اإاِن   اباِأاَاام ان  تَعِن  اافاَس  اوَقاَتلِ ه م .اااللاِبَ و 
نٍافأََراَد وكَاأاَذاَإاِواَ لَاحِص  اتاَااحَاصَر تَاأَه  عَلَالاَ ن  عَل ا لااتاَهِافاَةَانبَي اِذِم اواَام ةَااللاِذاِاام اه ا اج  الاَهِاواَةَانبَِي اِذِم اواَااةَااللاِه م اذِم ا الاَااج  كِن 

عَل الاَ اذِم ا ااج  حَابِكاَااتَكَاوذِمَةاَه م  اأاَن اإاِفاَاا،أص  ات اك م  فِر وااذِماَ ان  وَن اأاَااةاَك م اوَذِم ا ماَخ  اأَه  حَابِك م  اأاَاص  ات امِن  فِر وااذِم ا ان  اةَااللاِخ 
نٍافاَحَاصَر تَاأاَاااذاَإاِواَاا.هاِيِ اباَةَان اَذِم اواَ لَاحِص  ات  ن اراَد وكَاأاَأاَه  مِااللاِلاَعاَام اه ا الاَزاِن  اعاَ اات  ن زلِ الَاافاَااىاح ك  مِااللاِلاَه م  ان اكاِلاَواَااىاح ك 

مِكَافإَِن الاَه م اعاَ ان زلِ اأاَ رِياأاَكَالَاىاح ك  مَااللافاِاتَد  اح ك  اأاَت صِيب   .اماٌلاِس ام اااه اواَراَاا.الَااام ايهِم 
Buraidah narrated: Whenever Allah's Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم deputed  anyone as leader of an army or 

expedition, he admonished him to fear Allah, and be good to the Muslims with him. He used to 

say:  Fight in the Name of Allah and in the way of Allah. Fight those who disbelieve in Allah. Fight 

and do not take unduly from the spoils, nor break any treaty, nor mutilate the dead bodies, nor kill 

the children.  

When you meet your enemies from the polytheists, invite them to three courses of action. If they 

respond to any  of these positively, accept them at their words and do not continue to fight them. 

Invite them to Islam and if they respond positively, accept it from them and ask them to leave their 

land and migrate to the  lands of Muhajiroon. Inform them that after migrating they will be 

entitled to everything the Muhajiroon are entitled to and they will be under the same obligations 

as the Muhajirin.  If they refuse to migrate then inform them that they will have the same status 

as the bedouin Muslims and shall be subjected to the commands of Allah like other Muslims  but 

they shall not get any share from the booty or returns of war unless they fight jihaad with the 

Muslims. If they refuse to accept Islam, impose the jizyah upon them.  If they agree to this, then 

accept it from them and cease fighting them. But if they refuse (to pay the jizyah) then seek Allah's 

help and fight them.  
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When you lay siege to a fort and the besieged appeal to you for protection in the Name of Allah 

and His Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, do not grant them the covenant of Allah and His Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, but grant them 

your guarantee and that of your companions, for it is a lesser sin that the covenant of you and 

your companions is broken than if the covenant of Allah and His Prophet  صلى الله عليه وسلم is broken.  

When you lay siege to a fort and the besieged request you to let them out in accordance with 

Allah's Command, do not let them out with His Command but do so at your own command, for you 

do not know whether you will be able to carry out Allah’s command with regard to them. [Muslim] 

ة َّ) ●
 
ي ِ
وَّْسَ 

َ
أ شٍَّ

ْ
ي
 
َّج

َ
لَ

 
 An army or an expedition”. A ‘sarriya’ is a small part of the army which leaves“ – (ع

independently on a separate incursion then returns again to the main body of the army. 

َّبِاللَِّ) ● ر 
 
ف
َ
َّك
ْ
ن  Fight those who disbelieve in Allah”. Fight them because of their disbelief so that Allah’s“ – (م 

word is the highest. Excluded from this killing is the women, children, elderly, non-combatants and 

those who have an existing treaty with the Muslims. 

● ( اجَِّ
 
ـمُه

ْ
ارَِّال

 
َّد

 
رِين ) – “The lands of the Muhajireen”. Referring to Madinah at that time. 

● (َّ
 
اجِرِين

 
مُه

ْ
لِل اَّ م  مَّْ

ُ
ـه
َ
ل َّ
 
إِن
 
 They will be entitled to everything the Muhajiroon are entitled to”. This is“ – (ف

referring to the booty and spoils of war, as well as the fay’, which is the booty taken without fighting. 

● (َّ
 
اجِرِين

 
ـمُه

ْ
َّال

َ
لَ

 
اَّع يْهِمَّْم 

َ
ل
 
ع  And they will be under the same obligation as the Muhajireen”. Namely the“ – (و 

obligation of jihaad and other commitments upon them. 

هَِّ) ● بي 
 
َّن
 
ة ذِم  َّاِللَّو 

 
ة  Appeal to you for protection in the name of Allah and His Prophet”. That is, they“ – (ذِم 

ask the leader to give them a pledge of protection in the Name of Allah and the Name of His 

Messenger, and they will exit their place of siege. 

● General meaning of the hadith: In this hadith, Burayda narrates that whenever the Prophet  صلى الله عليه وسلم 

entrusted anyone with the command of an army or sent anyone in charge of a punitive expedition 

against the disbelievers, he would order them to adhere to a number of guidelines. 

He would advise them to be pious and to fear Allah in the treatment of his troops and to treat them 

well. He would command them to fight seeking Allah’s assistance in their efforts to turn the 

disbelievers to the worship of Allah alone. Their fighting must also be done purely for the sake of Allah, 

and not for any other reason. 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم would also command the fighters not to break their covenants, embezzle spoils of 

war, mutilate the dead bodies, or kill children and non-combatants. 

Furthermore, when coming face-to-face with the enemy, they were required to give the disbelievers 

three options before fighting them; to either embrace Islam, pay the jizya or to be fought. 

If they embraced Islam, they were given two options; to migrate to the land of the Muslims (Madinah) 

and enjoy the privilege of the muhajiron and comply with their obligations, or stay with the Bedouin 

Muslims, not entitled to any spoils of war, unless they join the Muslims in battle. 

Should the Muslim fighters lay siege to the disbelievers in their forts, and the besieged ask them to 

make a treaty of protection in the Name of Allah and His Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, they should not agree, but rather 

offer them a treaty of protection in their own name. This is because breaking pledges taken in the 

Name of Allah and His Messenger is far more serious than breaking one’s own pledges. 

Similarly, if the besieged ask to be treated in accordance with Allah’s law, the Muslim fighters should 

not agree, but rather treat them according to their best judgement. This is because their judgement 

may not comply with that of Allah, and this wrong judgment may then be wrongly ascribed to Allah. 

● Relevance of the hadith to the chapter: The hadith proves the prohibitions of giving the disbelievers 

a treaty of protection (or any other treaty) in the Name of Allah and His Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, because should 
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either party fail to fulfill these covenants, then they have abused Allah’s pledge. This no doubt 

represents a deficiency in tawheed. 

● Important issues of the Chapter  

1. The difference between the protection of Allah and His Prophet  صلى الله عليه وسلم and the protection of the 

Muslims. As per the hadith of Burayda. The treaty of protection of Allah and His Messenger is 

one, and is not allowed to be given to the disbelievers. As for the Muslims, they can give a treaty 

of protection in their name to the disbelievers. 

2. Direction to choose the less dangerous alternative. As per the hadith of Burayda. The breaking 

of a treaty given in the name of a Muslim is far less evil than breaking a treaty given in the Name 

of Allah and His Messenger. 

3. The Prophet's command: ‘Fight with the Name of Allah and in the way of Allah’. As per the 

hadith of Burayda. Fighting should be done for the sake of Allah while seeking assistance in Him. 

4. The Prophet's command: ‘Fight against those who disbelieve in Allah’. As per the hadith of 

Burayda. They are being fought because of their disbelief. There are other reasons why Muslims 

may fight, including the prevention of the obligatory zakat. 

5. The Prophet's command: ‘Seek Allah's help and fight with them’. As per the hadith of Burayda. 

6. There is a difference between the Command of Allah and that of the 'Ulama. As per the hadith 

of Burayda. The ruling of Allah is always correct, whereas the ruling may or may not be known 

to the scholar, such that they will sometimes rule correctly and sometimes incorrectly. 

7. That when necessary, the companions would make a judgement without knowing if it would 

agree with Allah's Judgement or not. As per the hadith of Burayda. This is applicable to the 

sahabah and those after them. In times of necessity, they may make ijtihaad as to what they 

believe to be the correct ruling. 


