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الرحيم الرحمن الله بسم  

Explanation of the Three Fundamental Principles 

Class Notes – Lesson 27 

 

َهَ ب ََكَ رَ شَ لَنَ وَ َاللَ َلاَإ ََدَ بَ عَ ن َ َلاََ ََمَ كَ نَ ي َ ب َ اَوَ نَ ن َ ي َ ب َ َاءَ وَ سَ َةَ مَ لَ َََ ل َاَإَ وَ الَ عَ ت َ َابَ تَ الكَ َلَ هَ َََ يَ َلَ قَ  ﴿:ََهَ ل وََ ق َ وَ 
َِ نّاَواَب َ دَ هَ واَشَ ولَ قَ اَف َ وَ لاوََ ت َ َنَ إَ فَ َاللَ َونَ دَ َنَ ََِ بَ بَ رَ اَََ ضَ عَ اَب َ نَ ضَ عَ ب َ َذَ خَ تاَلي َ اَوَ ئَ ي َ شَ  َيلَ ل دََ وَ  .﴾َونَ مَ لَ سَ َ
َمَ ت نََ اَعَ َِ َهَ ي لََ عَ َيزَ زَ عَ َمَ كَ سَ فَ ن َ َ ََنَ َِ َولَ سَ رَ َمَ ََ ء آَجَ َدَ قَ ل َ ﴿:ََال َعَ ت َ َهَ ل وََ ق َ َاللَ َولَ سَ اَرَ دَ ماَم َ َناََ ََةَ ادَ هَ شَ 
،َرَ َِ اَََ يمَ فَ َهَ تَ اعَ طَ :َاللَ َولَ سَ اَرَ دَ ماَم َ َناََ ََةَ ادَ هَ َشَ ن َعَ َِ وَ  .﴾َيمَ حَ رَ َوفَ ءَ رَ َيَ نَ َِ ؤَ مَ لَ بَ َمَ كَ ي لََ عَ َيصَ رَ حَ 

 .عَ رَ اَشَ لَب َ إ ََاللَ َدَ بَ عَ لَي َ َنَ ََ ،َوَ رَ جَ ز وََ َهَ نَ عَ َىهَ اَن َ َِ َابَ ن تََ اجَ ،َوَ رَ ب َ خَ اَََ يمَ فَ َهَ يقَ دَ صَ ت وََ 

And His saying : Say: O People of the book, come to a word that is equitable between us, that we will 

single Allah out with all worship and will not worship anything besides Him, and will disassociate 

ourselves from everything that is worshipped besides Him. Nor will we take one another as lords 

besides Allah by obeying one another in that which involves disobedience to Allah. So if they turn 

away, then say: Bear witness that we are Muslims, submitting to Allah and making our worship purely 

and sincerely for Him, and not worshipping anything else besides Him [aal-Imran: 64].  

The proof for the testification that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, is the saying of Allah (swt): 

There has indeed come to you Allah’s Messenger from amongst yourselves and known to you. It 

grieves him that you should suffer. He is eager and anxious for the guidance of those of you who are 

astray , and that they should repent and return to the truth, and he is full of compassion and mercy for 

the believers [al-Tawbah: 128].  

The meaning of the testification that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah is: to obey him in 

whatever he commands, to believe and testify to the truth of everything he informs of; to avoid 

whatever he forbade and prohibited, and that you worship Allah only with that which he prescribed. 

 

TThhee  MMeeaanniinngg  ooff  tthhee  SShhaahhaaddaahh  ((ccoonnttiinnuueedd))  

  Last week we went through the first verse used by the Sheikh to clarify and explain the meaning of the shahadah. 

It was the statement of the Prophet Ibrahim to his father and to his people that he disassociated from that which 

they worshipped from idols, and only worshipped the One who created Him (i.e. Allah).  

  From that verse in Surat Az-Zukhruf we derived the two components of the shahadah which were denial and 

affirmation.  
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  The second verse which the Sheikh uses is from Surat aal-Imraan.    

َن شَ  ﴿ و ل  َاللَّاَ  َإ لا َن  ع ب د  ن ك م ََ لا ن  ن اَو ب  ي   ل م ة َس و اء َب  ي    ََ اَإ ل ٰ َت  ع ال و  ََ ه ل َال ك ت اب  َق ل َي  ئ اَو ل  ي   َب ه َش  ر ك 
َاللَّا َ ِ  نَد ون  َ ب  َب  ع ض ن اَب  ع ض اََ ر ب  ذ  اَف إ ني  تاخ  ه د واَف  ق ول واَت  و لاو  ل م ونَ َِ َب  نّاََاش   ﴾ س 

Say, "O People of the Scripture, come to a word that is equitable between us and you - that we will not 

worship except Allah and not associate anything with Him and not take one another as lords instead of 

Allah ." But if they turn away, then say, "Bear witness that we are Muslims [submitting to Him]." [aal-

Imran: 64] 

  

  This verse was revealed to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم for his debate with the People of the Book. Allah ordered the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 

to tell the Jews and the Christians to agree to common terms, upon a matter which there is to be no disagreement, 

and the recognition that both sides are obliged to follow this matter.  

 This word or this matter is that ‘we will not worship except Allah, we will not associate anything in worship along 

with Him and will not take one another as lords besides Allah’.  

 ‘We will not worship anything besides Allah’ is the meaning of the shahadah (containing its two pillars), and the 

meaning of ‘come to a word that is equitable between us’  is that we should be the same in that (i.e. the common 

ground between us).  

 ‘Nor will we take each other as Lords besides Allah’ means that none of us will take as Lords others besides Allah, 

and will not revere one another as we revere Allah, nor worship one another as we worship Allah, not making 

judgment and jurisdiction for other than Him. As Allah says: 

َاللَّا َ ﴿ ِ  نَد ون  َ ب  ب ان  ه م ََ ر ب  ب ار ه م َو ر ه   ﴾اتَّا ذ واََ ح 
They have taken their scholars and monks as lords besides Allah. [al-Tawba: 31] 

 
 When ‘Adiyy ibn Haatim (he was a Jew before accepting Islam) queried the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم that as Jews they did not 

worship their rabbis, he replied that obeying them in both forbidding something which Allah has permitted and 

permitting something which Allah has forbidden, is in fact worshipping them. 

 If they then choose to turn away from the call to single out Allah in worship, then state to them and call them to 

witness that you are Muslims, submitting to Allah, and you are free from that which they are upon with regard to 

their obstinate refusal and rejection of this great shahadah. 

 This verse is evidence to the necessity of making clear to the disbelievers until they understand and acknowledge 

that what they are upon is not the correct religion, and that Islam is the opposite of their way and vice-versa!   

 

SSeeccoonndd  PPaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  SShhaahhaaddaahh  

 We mentioned previously that the shahadah is made up of two complimentary parts. The second of these parts is 

the testification that ‘Muhammad is the messenger of Allah’. 

 Whoever singles out Allah with all worship but does not believe in the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم, then they are 

outright disbelievers. Thus, it is obligatory to believe in both Allah and His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم. Allah says in this regard: 

ِ نَ َ﴿ للَّا َو ر س ل ه َو ي ر يد ون ََ نَي  ف ر  ق واَب  ي  َاللَّا َو ر س ل ه َو ي  ق ول ون َن  ؤ  ف ر ون َب  ََإ ناَالاذ ين َي ك  َب ب  ع ض  ف ر  َو ن ك  ب ب  ع ض 
َ َس ب يلً  ذ واَب  ي  َذٰ ل ك  َه م َال ك اف ر ون َح قًّاَ.َو ي ر يد ون ََ نَي  تاخ  اف ر ينَ َنَّ و َ ع ت دَ َ ولٰ ئ ك  ابَ َل ل ك  ين اَع ذ   ﴾َِ ه 
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Verily, those who disbelieve In Allah and his Messengers and wish to make distinction 

between Allah and his Messengers (by believing In Allah and disbelieving in His 

Messengers) saying, "We believe in some but reject others," and wish to adopt a way In 

between. They are in truth disbelievers, and we have prepared for the disbelievers a 

humiliating torment. [al-Nisaa: 150-151] 

 

 Whoever believes in Allah and believes in all the Messengers but rejects the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, they have disbelieved. 

Allah made belief in all the Messengers conditional to belief in Allah. 

 We mentioned previously that Allah only sent the Prophet Nuh to his people, however when they rejected him 

Allah described them as having rejected all the Messengers. Allah says: 

َال م ر س ل ي َ ﴿ م َن وح  َق  و  ذاب ت   َ﴾ 
The people of Nuh rejected the Messengers. [al-Shu’araa: 105] 

 

 Thus whoever rejects one Messenger has rejected all the Messengers. Allah says: 

ن ون ََ ﴿  ِ َإ ل ي ه َِ نَراب  ه َو ال م ؤ  َب  اََ نز ل  للَّاَ َآِ نَ ََ لَ آِ ن َالراس ول  ت هَ َب  ئ ك  ِ لً  ت ب هَ َو  َ َن  ف ر  قَ َل ََو ر س ل هَ َو َ  َب  ي 
ع ن اَو ق ال واَر س ل هَ َِ  نََ ح دَ  يَ َو إ ل ي كَ َر ب ان اَغ ف ر ان كَ َو َ ط ع ن اَسَ    ﴾َال م ص 

The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so do) the 

believers, each one believes in Allah, His angels, His Books, and His Messengers; they say: "We make no 

distinction between one another of His Messengers" - and they say, "We hear, and we obey, (we seek) your 

forgiveness, our Lord, and to you is the return (of all)." [al-Baqarah: 285] 

 

 How then do we reconcile between verse 285 in Surat Al-Baqarah and verse 253 in the same sura? 

َالر س ل َف ضال ن اَب َ  ﴿ َت ل ك  ه مع ض ه م َع ل ىَٰب  ع ض  ن   لامَ َاِنَِ    ﴾َد ر ج اتَ َب  ع ض ه مَ َو ر ف عَ َاللَّاَ ََ 

Those messengers - some of them We caused to exceed others. Among them were those to whom Allah 

spoke, and He raised some of them in degree. [al-Baqarah: 253] 

 

 The answer is that we do not differentiate between the Messengers in terms of our belief in them, however we 

believe that some of them have been preferred over others, as Allah and His Messenger have outlined to us.  

 For example in the authentic hadith, that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said that he had been given preference over the other 

Messengers in six matters:  

ت َ  »ََ َع ل ىَالأ ن ب ي اء َب س  ل ت  َلِ  ََ:ف ض   َلِ  َال غ ن ائ م َو ج ع ل ت  لات  َو َ ح  لر ع ب  َب  ر ت  َو ن ص  ل م  َج و اِ ع َال ك  َ ع ط يت 
افاة َو خ ت م َبِ  َالناب ي ون َ  ََ َالْ  ل ق  َإ ل  ل ت  اَو َ ر س  د  ِ س ج  َط ه ور اَو   «َالأ ر ض 

I have been given superiority over the other prophets in six respects: I have been given words which are 

concise but comprehensive in meaning; I have been helped by terror (in the hearts of enemies): spoils 

have been made lawful to me: the earth has been made for me clean and a place of worship; I have been 

sent to all mankind and the line of prophets is closed with me. [Muslim]. 

 

 Allah gave preference to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم amongst ‘Ulu Al-Azm’ from the Messengers and they were Nuh, Ibrahim, 

Musa Eisa and Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. He was even given preference over the friend of Allah, Ibrahim. Thus, he is the 

leader of the Messengers and of the ones whom Allah has purified and chosen. 



 
Page 4 of 5 

 

 

EEvviiddeennccee  ffrroomm  SSuurraatt  aatt--TTaawwbbaahh  

 The Sheikh then gives evidence for the testification that Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم is the Messenger of Allah: 

يمَ  ﴿ َراح  ن ي َر ء وف   ِ ل م ؤ  َع ل ي ك مَب  ِ اَع ن ت م َح ر يص  َع ل ي ه َ ك م َع ز يز  ََ نف س  ِ  ن  َ َج اء َ م َر س ول   ﴾ ل ق د 

Verily, there has come to you a Messenger (Muhammad) from amongst yourselves (i.e. whom 

you know well), it grieves him that you should receive any injury or difficulty; he (Muhammad) is 

anxious over you (to be rightly guided), for the believers he is full of pity, kind, and merciful. [al-

Tawbah: 128] 

 

 In this verse, Allah mentions His favours upon the believers in that He sent the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم to them, and that he 

was from amongst them and they know him and recognise him. He did not send him as a king so that he was 

unapproachable, rather he was an accessible human, whom the sahabah could turn to in the matters of their 

religion. 

 The characteristics of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم as mentioned in this verse, is that he is grieved by whatever grieves the 

believers. He is eager and anxious that the believers should attain that which is beneficial to them and that any 

harm should be repelled from them. 

 He صلى الله عليه وسلم is compassionate and merciful towards the believers, and this characteristic is particular to the believers, 

since the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم was ordered to fight jihad against the disbelievers and hypocrites.  

 These attributes of the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم prove that he was truly the Messenger of Allah. Allah says: 

َاللَّا َإ ل ي ك م َجَ  يع اَ ﴿ َر س ول  َإ نّ   اَالنااس  ََ ي  ه   ﴾ق ل َي 

Say (O Muhammad ): "O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of 

Allah. [al-Araaf: 158] 

 

 The verses in the Quran like this one which are many. 

 

MMeeaanniinngg  ooff  tthhee  SSeeccoonndd  TTeessttiiffiiccaattiioonn  

 The meaning of the testification that ‘Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’ is to affirm with the tongue and to 

truly believe with the heart (like the first part of the shahadah) that Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Qurashee al-

Hashimi صلى الله عليه وسلم  is the final Messenger of Allah, to the jinn and mankind alike. 

 There cannot be any worship for Allah except by way of the revelation which the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم came with. 

 This testification necessitates that a person believes whatever the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم informed us of (e.g. signs of the 

hour), that they obey him in whatever he orders, keeps away from whatever he forbade and prohibited, and they 

do not worship Allah except with that which he prescribes. 

 This testification also necessitates that a person does not believe that the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم has any share of 

Lordship over the creation, nor any right to be worshipped in any way. Rather, he is a slave and worshipper, and he 

is a messenger who is not to be rejected or belied.  

 He does not possess, either for himself or for anyone else, the power to bring harm or benefit, except as Allah 

wills: 
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ِ ل كَ  ﴿ َ َل ك م َإ نّ   ََ ق ول  َو ل  ََ ع ل م َال غ ي ب  َل ك م َع ند يَخ ز ائ ن َاللَّا َو ل  ََ ق ول  َإ نَ َق لَلا
 ﴾َإ لِ اََي وح ىََِٰ اَإ لاَََ تاب عَ 

Say (O Muhammad ): "I don't tell you that with me are the treasures of Allah, nor 

(that) I know the unseen; nor I tell you that I am an angel, I but follow what is revealed 

to me by inspiration." [al-Ana’am: 50] 

 

 He is a slave who acts as he is commanded. We do not give him a status above that which Allah gave him as the 

Christians did with the Prophet Eisa. 

 The right of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is that you give him the position and the standing which Allah gave him. This status is 

that he is the slave of Allah and His messenger. Allah says:  

﴿ َ ِ اَش اء َاللَّاَ  َ َض رًّاَإ لا يَن  ف ع اَو ل  َل ن  ف س  ِ ل ك   ََ ث  ر تَ َي بَ ال غَ ََ ع ل مَ ََ نتَ َو ل وَ ق لَلا ت ك  س  ِ اَالْ  ي َ َِ نَ َل  َو 

 َ ن ون َإ لاَََ نَّ َإ نَ َالس وءَ َِ سان   ِ َي  ؤ  م  ي َل  ق و  َو ب ش   ﴾َن ذ ير 

Say (O Muhammad ): "I possess no power of benefit or hurt to myself except as Allah wills; if I 

had the knowledge of the Ghaib (unseen), I should have secured for myself an abundance of 

wealth, and no evil should have touched Me; I am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings to 

people who believe." [al-Ana’am: 188] 

 

 From this magnificent verse we can derive that nothing from the creation has the right to be worshipped, neither 

the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم or anyone lesser in rank than him, and that worship is only for Allah alone! 

 

SSuummmmaarryy 

 In summary, the first ‘rukn’ of Islam is the testification that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and 

that Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم is His Messenger.  

 This testification is not simply an utterance of the lips a person makes, like smoke which is blown away in the wind. 

It must be established in the heart, uttered upon the tongue and verified in action. 

 If a person gives the shahadah its full right in terms of belief and action, their blood, honour and wealth become 

sacred in this world. 

 If however they simply utter it upon their tongue, yet reject it in their heart and in their actions, then they have 

fallen into hypocrisy of belief (the greater hypocrisy). 

 Thus, the first ‘rukn’ of Islam if given its full right will save a person both in this world and in the hereafter. 

  


