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Chapter 4
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What has been narrated regarding; the combing of the Messenger of Allah &5.

e al-Imam al-Tirmidht compiled this chapter to clarify what relates to the grooming of the Prophet
£ (his tarajjul). The term tarajjul refers to the combing of the hair, cleaning it, and taking care of
it in general.

e The guidance of the Prophet in £ this matter — as in all matters — was balanced. He was not like
someone whose main concern is his hair, whereby they spend long periods of time styling and
arranging their hair. He was also not like someone who completely neglects their hair and does
not take care of it. Rather, he was moderate, without excess or neglect.

Hadith 32
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'A’isha said: ‘I would comb the head of the Messenger of Allah %, even while | was menstruating.
(Sahih)
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e This hadith proves that it is permissible for a woman to comb her husband’s hair even while she
is menstruating.

e It also shows the permissibility of physical contact (not including intimacy) between a
menstruating woman and her husband, and that the body of the menstruating woman is not
najas (impure).
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Anas ibn said: ‘The Messenger of Allah % used to apply oil to his head frequently, and comb his

beard often. He also used a head cover regularly, such that his garment looked like the garment
of an oil merchant.’ (pa’if)



o (4 Fosidd sl 53 &5 i Y 95 O8) — ‘The Messenger of Allah used to apply oil to his head
frequently, and comb his beard often’. Meaning, that the Prophet £ often used oil on his head
when combing it, and he would also comb his beard.

° (glu"ﬂ' j&}j) — ‘He also used a head cover regularly’. A gind’ is a piece of cloth placed over the
head when the hair is oiled to protect the clothing from the oil. The Prophet 2 used to wear this
head-cloth frequently because he frequently applied oil to his hair.

° (ggj CJ33 3433 58 &3) — “Such that his garment looked like the garment of an oil merchant’. The
zayyat refers to someone who constantly works with oil, and his clothes would naturally carry oil
stains and marks. This wording is unusual and problematic, because the Prophet £ would
disapprove of this when he saw it on others. When he saw a man with dishevelled hair he said:
‘Could this man not find something to tidy his hair?” Then when he saw a man wearing dirty
clothes he said: ‘Could this man not find water with which to wash his garment?’
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‘A’isha said: ‘Indeed, the Messenger of Allah % used to love beginning with the right side in his

purification when he purified himself, and in his combing when he combed his hair, and in
putting on his sandals when he put them on.’ (sahih)

° (M' C—'-"éd il gy O f’);) — ‘The Messenger of Allah £ used to love beginning with the right
side’. Meaning, he preferred starting with the right.

o (5415 13| 0594l 3) — “In his purification when he purified himself. Meaning, that when he
performed wudi’, he would begin with the right side before the left; he would wash the right
hand before the left, and the right foot before the left.

o (J55513 4255 33) - “And in his combing when he combed his hair’. Meaning, when combing his
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hair, he would begin with the right side before the left, and likewise when oiling his head.

° (;}533! |3; 5\4@' éj) — ‘And in putting on his sandals when he put them on’. Meaning, he would
put on the right sandal before the left sandal. Similarly, in all matters that involve honour and
dignity, the right is given precedence, such as entering the masjid, eating and drinking, shaking
hands, giving and receiving, and putting on clothes. In matters opposite to this, the left side is
given precedence, such as entering the toilet, leaving the masjid, cleaning the nose, and other
similar actions.

Hadith 35
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Abdullah ibn Mughaffal said: ‘The Messenger of Allah £ forbade combing the hair, except
occasionally.’ (sahin)



o (G 3’1 J:-JUI o # A Jgi5 R5) - ‘The Messenger of Allah % forbade combing the hair, except
occasionally’. Meaning, combing the hair from time to time and not constantly. A person should
not make grooming and combing their hair their primary concern. Rather, they should be
balanced — neither neglecting it entirely, nor making it a constant obsession.

Hadith 36
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A man from the Companions of the Prophet % said: ‘The Prophet £ used to comb his hair
occasionally.’ (pa’if)

. (@«Jl ;:;Lsg,z{i Ry d:’ég &€) — ‘A man from the Companions of the Prophet ¥’, Not knowing the
Sahabi (jahalah) does not affect the isnad (chain of narration) of the hadith. This is because all
the Sahabah are ‘udil (trustworthy and upright) because it is Allah who has said so in the Qur’an.
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o (G& U7 O8) — “Used to comb his hair occasionally’. Meaning, the Prophet # would groom his
hair at times and leave it at times. He did not make it a continuous obsession, nor did he neglect
it.



