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What has been narrated regarding the grey hair of the Messenger of Allah <.

e This chapter, like those before it, relates to the physical description (sifat khalgiyyah) of the
Prophet £. The term shayb refers to the grey hair, which is the change in colour of hair from its
original colour (black or otherwise) to white.

e al-Imam al-Tirmidht compiled this chapter to clarify whether grey hair appeared in the hair or
the beard of the Prophet %, and if so, how much there was.

e The authentic narrations — some of which have been mentioned by al-Imam al-Tirmidht in this
chapter - show that the grey hair found in the hair of the Prophet £ was very little, just a few
scattered hairs in three places; namely the sudghayn or the two temples, the ‘anfagah which is
the patch of hair between the lower lip and the chin, and in the mafrig or parting of his head.
Anas ibn Malik narrates:
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The Messenger of Allah 2 did not dye his hair. The whiteness was only in the patch of

hair between the lower lip and the chin, in the temples, and there were a few hairs on
the head. (Muslim)

e This hadith is not mentioned by al-Imam al-Tirmidht in this chapter.

Hadith 37
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Qatdadah said: | said to Anas ibn Malik: ‘Did the Messenger of Allah % dye his hair?’ He said: ‘He
did not reach that stage. There was only some greyness at his temples. However, Abu Bakr dyed
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his hair with henna’ and katam.’ (sahih)



o (4l Ugi; Cuirs JB) — ‘Did the Messenger of Allah dye his hair?’. Meaning, did the Prophet %
use a dye to change the colour of his grey hair. The term khidab refers to changing the colour of
grey hair using henna’, katam, or a similar substance.

o (EU3 &hg fJ) — ‘He did not reach that stage’. Meaning, the amount of grey hair found on the
Prophet £ was so little that it did not require dyeing with henna’ or katam.

o (wEid é Gd o8 Lul) — ‘There was only some greyness at his temples’. Meaning that the
Prophet’s # grey hair consisted of only a small amount at his temples (sudghayn), which is the
hair between the eyes and the ears. As mentioned, this is one of the three places which the
Prophet’s £ grey hair appeared.

° (eiijlj sb.:db Cuas JS: 33| 4SJs) — ‘However, Abi Bakr dyed his hair with henna’ and katam’.
Meaning, that Abl Bakr changed the colour of his hair using henna’ and katam, both of which
are well known plants which are used in dyeing and changing colour. Henna’ changes grey hair
to red, and katam changes it to black. When the two are combined using a measure of both, as
mentioned in this hadith, the grey hair changes to a colour between black and red; neither purely
black nor purely red. The Prophet £ forbade dyeing the hair with pure black, so this combination
produces a middle colour between the two.

e Inthis hadith, Anas denies that the Prophet % ever dyed his head or beard. There is a difference
of opinion among the Sahdabah regarding this matter which will be addressed later.

Hadith 38

20,

9L.a.éo3,..w,..&éjx’ﬁu,.ﬁ%w‘jy)wbgua.uu Juuws@;ﬁudw\f

Anas ibn Malik said: ‘1 did not count in the head and beard of the Messenger of Allah 2 more than
fourteen white hairs.” (sahih)

e Inthis hadith, Anas reports that the grey hair found on the Prophet’s # head and beard was very
little, numbering only fourteen white hairs.

e In another narration in Bukhari and Muslim, Anas narrates that the grey hair of the Prophet &
did not reach twenty white hairs. Meaning, the total number of white hairs on the Prophet’s £
head and beard did not reach twenty hairs.

e This is a very small number, which is why Anas mentioned in the previous hadith that it was too
little to require dyeing.
Hadith 39
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Jabir ibn Samurah was asked about the grey hair of the Messenger of Allah%: . He said: ‘When he
applied oil to his hair, no grey hair could be seen; but when he did not apply oil, some of it could be
seen.’ (Sahih)



o (Cibdoznd BN 13) &8) — ‘When he applied oil to his hair, no grey hair could be seen’.
Meaning, the few white hairs would become hidden by the oil and therefore would not be
noticeable because of their small number. However, if he did not oil his hair the white hairs would
be noticeable.

e This hadith supports the hadith of Anas, that the grey on the head and beard of the Prophet %
was just a few hairs, not reaching twenty, to the extent that when he applied oil to his hair and
beard, those few hairs would become concealed and hidden.

Hadith 40
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‘Abdulldh ibn ‘Umar said: ‘The grey hair of the Messenger of Allah £ was only about twenty white
hairs.’ (Sahih)

o (LS 0541-&: wﬁc Ry lg-éfa) — ‘Was only about twenty white hairs’. This hadith shows that the grey
hair of the Prophet £ was around twenty white hairs. This perfectly aligns and supports the two
previous ahadith of Anas (37, 38) and the hadith of Jabir ibn Samurah (39).

Hadith 41
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Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas said: Abd Bakr said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, you have gone grey.” He replied:

‘Surat Had, al-Wagqi‘ah, al-Mursalat, Amma Yatasa'aliin, and Idha ash-Shamsu Kuwwirat have made
me grey.’ (Sahih)

Hadith 42
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Abi Juhayfah sald: They said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, we see that you have gone grey.” He said: ‘Sirat
Hdd and its sister chapters have made me grey.’” (sahih)

e The point of relevance (shahid) in these two narrations is the statement of the Prophet % in the
first narration:

o (&35 Huaddl 1313 cOglelads f23 (Al dadigily dgh iik) - ‘Sarat Hid, al-Wagi‘ah, al-
Mursaldt, Amma Yatasa'aliin and Idha ash-Shamsu Kuww:rat have made me grey’. And in the
second narration he # said:

° (léflja‘% KPY-S ‘5\14.3..&:) — ‘Sarat Had and its sister chapters have made me grey’. Meaning, its sisters
among the Sirahs of the Qur’an that contain descriptions of the terrors and severity of the Day
of Judgement. These Sirahs describe the horrors of that Day, which is why the Prophet £ said:
‘Whoever wishes to look at the Day of Judgement as though seeing it with his own eyes, let him



recite: Idha ash-Shamsu Kuwwirat, Idha al-Sama'u Infatarat, and Idha al-Sama'u Inshaqqat.’
[Tirmidhi - Hassan]

This is because these Sdrahs describe the immense terrors and hardships that people will face
on that Day. Therefore, the slight grey hair that appeared in the Prophet’s # hair was not the
result of concern for worldly affairs, lost opportunities, or attachment to the worldly life, as is
the case with many people whose hair turns grey for such reasons.

Rather, his grey hair resulted from his deep concern for the Hereafter. This also shows the
tremendous impact of the Qur’an and the great benefit it brings to whoever reflects upon it and
understands its meanings.

Whoever truly reflects on the Qur’an will inherit tagwa, and the drive to prepare for the Day of
Return. This is unlike the one whose worldly life has consumed them until it becomes their
greatest concern. They go grey because of worldly anxieties and they worry constantly about it.

Hadith 43
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Abii Rimthah at-Taymi said: ‘I came to the Prophet £ with a son of mine. So | was shown him and

when | saw him, | said: ‘This is the Prophet of Allah.” He was wearing two green garments, and his

hair had begun to show grey, and his grey hair had a reddish tint.” (sahin)

(3339@) — ‘I was shown him’. Meaning, he was shown the Prophet £, This may have been his first
visit to the Prophet £, not yet knowing him, so he asked about him.

(<! ‘_94 l:Lfb) — ‘This is the Prophet of Allah’. Meaning, he said this when he was shown the
Prophet # and he saw him. He said this confirming that he had found him.

(Olpad] 063 43023) — ‘He was wearing two green garments’. Meaning, he was wearing the lower
wrap (izar) and the upper cloak (rida’). The description of his clothes as being green does not
mean that they were pure green in colour. It may have been a green mixed with black like the
striped Yemeni garments that were common.

(Cﬁﬁ'ﬁl e 43 3ad 4J3) — “And his hair had begun to show grey’. This is the point of relevance
(shahid) from the hadith. This can have two possible meanings.

1. The first is that the Prophet’s # hair contained a large amount of grey hair. If this was the
intended meaning, then it would contradict the previous authentic narrations which
establish that his grey hair was very little.

2. The second is that grey hair was present in his hair without specifying the amount. This
meaning fully agrees with the earlier narrations that he had very little grey hair. This
second meaning is the stronger of the two interpretations.



. (}353 44é9) — “And his grey hair had a reddish tint’. This statement raises the question: was the
redness due to dyeing it, or from the oil he would apply to his hair, or was it naturally red? The
earlier narrations suggest that it was because of the oil, or that it was naturally red, because the
earlier hadith of Anas (37) mentions that he did not dye his hair because the greys were so little.

Hadith 44
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Jabir ibn Samurah said: ‘There was no grey hair on the head of the Messenger of Allah £ except a
few hairs at the parting of his hair; when he applied oil, the oil would conceal them.’ (sahih)

e In this final hadith which al-lmam al-Tirmidht concludes this chapter with, the tabi7 Simak ibn
Harb asks Jabir ibn Samurah if there was grey hair in the head of the Messenger of Allah £. Jabir
responded by saying:

o (4w K- 3 Shak 3" Cads Ul J gy wb & &% ) - ‘There was no grey hair on the head of the
Prophet, except a few hairs at the parting of his hair’. The mafriqg of the head refers to the
middle of the head where the hair is divided. This fully agrees with the hadith of Anas mentioned
in Sahih Muslim, of which al-lmam al-Tirmidhi does not mention in this chapter (see chapter
introduction).
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° (f,fijl Bl B |3;) — ‘When he applied oil, the oil would conceal them’. Meaning, because
they were so few, once the Prophet £ oiled his head with oil, perfume or something similar, the
grey hair would not show at all, but would disappear under the oil.

e Point of benefit: The Sahaba’s description of the grey in the Prophet’s # head is evidence that

he would sometimes uncover his head. In fact, it may have been obligatory at times, such as
when wiping over the head during wudd’, and during Hajj while in the state of lhram.

e Point of benefit: Grey hair is a warning to its owner and a sign that death is drawing near.

Therefore, prepare yourself before death arrives, because grey hair is the herald of mortality. We
ask Allah to grant us righteous deeds and a good ending.



