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What has been narrated regarding the dyeing of the hair of the Messenger of
Allah %,

e al-Imam al-Tirmidhi devoted this chapter to discuss whether or not the Messenger of Allah dyed
his hair. As mentioned previously, the term khidab refers to changing the colour of white hair by
using henna’, katam or anything similar, provided it is not pure black.

e The Sahabah differed regarding whether the Prophet £ dyed his hair or not. Anas ibn Malik said
that he did not dye his hair, while Abt Hurayrah and Umm Salamah said that he did. Others said
that the Messenger of Allah % frequently applied perfume, causing his hair to appear reddish.
People assumed that it had been dyed, when in reality it was not. This is the sum of what has
been said on the matter.

Hadith 45
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Abi Rimthah said: | came to the Messenger of Allah £ with a son of mine. He said: ‘Is this your son?’ |

said: ‘Yes, | bear witness to that.” He said: ‘He does not bear your wrongdoing, nor do you bear his.” He
said: And | saw that his grey hair was reddish. (sahih)
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° (d ual » 88 AUl Jgvy &351) — 1 came to the Messenger of Allah with a son of mine’. Abi Rimthah
narrated that he went to the Prophet # and he took one of his sons with him. There is a benefit
(fa’idah) in this statement, which is that fathers should bring their children to gatherings of
knowledge, or to visit a scholar, or attending a similar beneficial occasion. This nurtures them
upon the love of people of knowledge, love for gatherings of knowledge and benefitting from
them.

o (4l o35 Y5 «&lde 535 Y) - ‘He does not bear your wrongdoing, nor do you bear his’. The
Prophet £ said this to Abl Rimthah, after Abl Rimthah confirmed that the boy with him was his



son. What the Prophet £ meant by this statement was that if the son commits an offence, its
consequence is upon himself (the son), and if the father commits an offence, then its
consequence is upon him (the father). No soul bears the burden of another. This statement
abolished one of the practices of the Jahiliyyah. If a man from one tribe killed someone from
another tribe, they would retaliate by killing his father, his brother, or several members of his
family. The Prophet £ abolished this practice through statements like this: ‘He does not bear your
wrongdoing, nor do you bear his.’

° (}353 u.\.&]‘ éé%j) — ‘And | saw that his grey hair was reddish’. \Was this redness the result of
dyeing, or was it the result of the oil that the Prophet £ regularly applied, or was it naturally red?
Some scholars said that it was due to dyeing, and this is explicitly narrated from some of the
Sahabah such as Abu Hurayrah and Umm Salamah, as will be mentioned later. Others said that
it resulted from the oil, and the Prophet £ never dyed his hair, as Anas ibn Malik clearly stated
in the earlier narrations. This was because the Prophet £ did not have enough white hairs which
warranted dyeing them. In his commentary on this hadith, it appears that al-lmam al-TirmidhT is
inclined towards the view of Anas ibn Malik — and Allah knows best.

Hadith 46
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Abii Hurayrah was asked: ‘Did the Messenger of Allah % dye his hair?’ He replied: ‘Yes.” (Da’if)

e Inthe chainof narration (isnad) of this hadith, is Sharik al-Qadi, who was regarded by the scholars
as weak because of his poor memory. The more reliable narrators differed with him and narrated
it as being from the hadith of Umm Salamah, and this is the correct version.

e Umm Salamah had some hairs of the Prophet 2 which appeared dyed. This does not explicitly
mean that he dyed it, but it could have been from the effects of the oil he applied to his hair.
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al-Jahdamah, the wife of Bishr ibn al-Khasasiyyah, said: ‘I saw the Messenger of Allah £ come out
of his house shaking his head after having bathed, and there were traces of henna’ on his head.’
(Da’if)
e The point of relevance (shahid) from this hadith is that al-Jahdamah saw the traces of henna’ on
the head of the Prophet # when he came out of his house shaking his head after having
performed ghus/ (bathed).

e Some scholars have mentioned that this does not necessarily mean that he dyed his white hair
with hennd’, but rather it may have been applied as a treatment (tadawi) or for cooling (tabrid)
or for something similar.



Hadith 48
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Anas said: ‘I saw the hair of the Messenger of Allah % dyed.’ (sahih)
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‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Aqil said: ‘I saw the hair of the Messenger of Allah % in the
possession of Anas ibn Malik, and it was dyed.’ (Hassan)

e The previous authentic ahadith have shown that Anas negated that the Prophet £ dyed his hair,
therefore this hadith appears to contradict what the trustworthy narrators reported from him,
which was his decisive statement that the Prophet # did not dye his hair.

e The statement of ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Aqil resembles the earlier narration regarding
the hair of the Prophet £ preserved by Umm Salamah which appeared dyed. Anas ibn Malik also
had some hairs of the Prophet £ which appeared dyed. Again, this does not necessarily prove
that the Prophet £ dyed his hair, but rather it may have been from the perfume or fragrance that
he regularly applied to his head.

e This has been explicitly mentioned by Anas ibn Malik in an authentic narrations: ‘When Anas ibn
Malik came to Madinah while ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-'Aziz was its governor, ‘Umar sent someone to
ask him: ‘Did the Messenger of Allah % dye his hair? | have seen some of his hair that appears
coloured.” Anas replied: ‘The Messenger of Allah ¥ was blessed with naturally black hair. If | were
to count the white hairs that | personally saw on his head and beard, | would not count more
than eleven. The colour you have seen is simply from the perfume with which he used to scent his
hair.” [al-Hakim - Sahih]

e In summary, the authentic narrations establish that the Prophet # had only a few white hairs,
not enough to warrant dyeing, as was reported by Anas ibn Malik and others. This is the view
held by many scholars. As for the reddish colour that some people observed and assumed to be
dye, it was likely the result of the oil or perfume that he applied. However, some of the Sahabah
explicitly stated that the Prophet # did dye his hair, and some scholars, including Ibn Kathir held
this view. They argued that the one who affirms something has established additional
knowledge, and the one who affirms takes precedence over the one who negates (if the
narrations are all authentic and contradict one another). And Allah knows best.



