Explanation of the Noble Qualities of
the Prophet £

Chapter 11
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What has been narrated regarding the ring of the Messenger of Allah &5.

e A khatam (ring) is a band of metal worn on the finger with a stone set into it. If it has no stone
then it is called a fatkha.

e al-Imam al-Tirmidht included this chapter to explain matters relating to the ring that the
Messenger of Allah &5 wore, including its description, its inscription, the purpose for which it
was made, and other matters.

e The Prophet & adopted a ring towards the end of the sixth year of the Hijrah when he began to
write to the kings inviting them to the religion of Allah. When he wanted to write to the Romans,
he was told that they would not read a letter unless it was sealed. He therefore adopted a ring.

e For this reason, some scholars said that if there is a need for wearing a ring, such as a judge or
an official who needs a seal, then wearing it is a Sunnah for them. However, if there is no need,
then wearing it is permissible (mubah).

Hadith 87
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Anas ibn Malik said: The ring of the Prophet 2 was made of silver, and its stone was Abyssinian.
(Sahih)

o (&3 @aﬂ @3> O8) - “The ring of the Prophet % was made from silver’. Meaning, the Prophet
£ had a ring made from silver, which shows that it is permissible for a man to wear a silver ring.

o (Gias aad O83) — “And its stone was Abyssinian’. The fass (stone) is the part of the ring on which
the inscription is engraved. The stone of the Prophet’s # ring was Abyssinian, meaning that it
was either a stone from Abyssinia, or that it was Abyssinian in its appearance and the way it was
engraved.



Hadith 88
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‘Abdulléh ibn ‘Umar said: The Prophet £ had a silver ring. He would use it to seal letters, but he
would not wear it. (Sahin)

e This hadith contradicts the many other ahadith which indicate that the Prophet £ used to wear
his ring. Some scholars reconciled this hadith with those that mention that he did wear it, by
saying that he either had more than one ring and he wore some but not others, or that it was
the same ring which he used to wear only occasionally, for example when sealing the letters to
the kings.

e Other scholars classified it as shadh (contradictory) which is one of the reasons why a hadith
would be graded as daif (weak). And Allah knows best.

Hadith 89
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Anas ibn Malik said: The ring of the Prophet 2 was made of silver, and its stone was also made of
silver. (sahih)

ERCS s 3

o (4w 444-9) — ‘And its stone was also made of silver’. This statement of Anas contradicts his earlier
statement that the fass (or stone) of the ring was Abyssinian. Some scholars reconciled the two
ahadith by saying that it was Abyssinian in its appearance and in the style of its engraving. Other
scholars said that they referred to two different rings: one whose stone was Abyssinian, and one
whose stone was made of the same material, namely silver. And Allah knows best.

Hadith 90
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Anas ibn Malik said: When the Messenger of Allah £ wanted to write to the non-Arabs, he was

told: ‘They will not accept a letter unless it has a seal on it.” So he had a ring made. It is as though |
can still see its whiteness in his hand. (Sahin)
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e This hadith clarifies the reason why the Prophet # adopted a ring. He did so when he wanted to
correspond with the kings inviting them to Islam. This was towards the end of the sixth year of
his Hijrah after his return from al-Hudaybiyah. He was told that the kings and leaders of the ‘ajam
would not accept a letter unless it bore the seal of the person who sent it.

e The term ‘ajam refers to the non-Arabs, and the term khatam refers to a stamp or seal of
authentication.



Hadith 91
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Anas ibn Malik said: The inscription on the ring of the Messenger of Allah = was: ‘Muhammad’ on
one line, ‘Messenger’ on one line, and ‘Allah’ on one line.’ (Sahih)

e This hadith shows that the inscription on the ring of the Prophet # was ‘Muhammad’ (Jw>xs) on
one line, ‘Messenger’ (Js«) on the second line, and ‘Allah’ (441) on the third line. This shows that
the inscription on his ring contained three words, and that these three words were not written
on a single line, but across three separate lines. This was likely —and Allah knows best — because
the ring could not accommodate all three words on a single line. This was its inscription and
nothing else was inscribed on it.

Hadith 92
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Anas ibn Malik said: The Prophet £ wrote to Kisrd, Qaysar, and al-Najashi. He was told: ‘They will

not accept a letter unless it has a seal.” So the Messenger of Allah 2 had a ring made whose band

was of silver, and he engraved on it: ‘Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah.’ (sahin)

J (fg‘f‘“—‘ﬁ‘@ 7238y 7S J) Ci8) — ‘He wrote to Kisrd, Qaysar and al-Najashi’. Kisra (Chosroes) is
the title given to the King of Persia (al-Furs), Qaysar (Caesar) is the title given to the leader of the
Romans (al-Rim) and al-Najashi (Negus) is the title given to the leader of Abyssinia (al-Habasha).

. (:\44-9 Lhls WS Ll |9 gkaﬁ) — ‘So the Messenger of Allah had a ring made whose band was
of silver’. Meaning, that the Prophet £ ordered that a ring be made for him. The band of the ring
was made from silver and its inscription was ‘Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah’ written across
three separate lines as per the previous hadith.

Hadith 93
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Anas ibn Malik said: When the Prophet % entered the toilet, he would remove his ring. (Da’if)
e This hadith shows that when the Prophet £ intended to relieve himself, he would remove his

ring, so that it would not be on his hand when relieving himself. This was out of respect and
reverence for what it contained of the name of Allah by keeping it away from places of impurity.

Hadith 94
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‘Abdulléh ibn ‘Umar said: The Messenger of Allah £ had a silver ring. It was in his hand, then it
was in the hand of Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar, and then ‘Uthman. It remained with ‘Uthman until it fell
into the well of Aris. Its inscription was: ‘Mluhammad, the Messenger of Allah.’ (Sahin)

e The well of Aris was a well in a garden close to Masjid Quba’. ‘Uthman was sitting by the well
turning the ring in his hand, when it slipped and fell into the well. ‘Uthman and his companions
spent three days drawing water from the well, but could not find it.

e Any claim that the ring of the Messenger of Allah £ exists in these later times requires clear proof
and undisputable evidence. This is because such a claim cannot be accepted without firm
evidence and conclusive proof.



