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Chapter 13
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What has been narrated regarding the Prophet £ wearing his ring on his right hand.

al-lmam al-Tirmidhi included this chapter to explain that the Sunnah regarding a ring is that it
should be worn on the right hand. This is his preferred scholarly opinion (ijtihad), as he
mentioned several ahadith supporting this view, and he considered the ahadith which state that
the Prophet £ wore his ring on his left hand as weak.

Whoever reflects carefully on the ahadith of this chapter, will find that some of them mention
that the Prophet £ wore his ring on his right hand, while others show that he wore it on his left
hand. Ibnul Qayyim said in Zad al-Ma‘ad: ‘The narrations differ as to whether it was on his right
or on his left, and all of them have authentic chains of narration.’

As for the hukm (ruling) on the matter, al-lmam al-Nawawi said in his explanation of Sahih
Muslim: ‘There is consensus on the permissibility of wearing a ring on the right hand and on the
permissibility of wearing it on the left, neither is disliked. They differed as to which is preferable.
Many of the early Muslims wore rings on the right, and many wore them on the left. Malik
considered the left preferable and disliked the right. The correct view is that the right is preferable
because it is an adornment, and the right hand is more honorable and more deserving of
adornment and respect.’

Hadith 95, 96
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‘Al ibn Abi Talib said: The Prophet ¥ used to wear his ring on his right hand. (sahin)

al-lmam al-Tirmidhi narrated this hadith through two chains of narration, both ending with ‘Al
ibn Abt Talib. The explicit meaning (mantig) of the hadith states that the ring of the Prophet £
was on his right hand. The implied meaning (mafhidm) is that the ring was not on his left hand.
Some scholars considered this implied meaning, and said that the Sunnah is to wear the ring on
the right hand, not the left. Other scholars did not consider the implied meaning because it



conflicts with the explicit wording of another hadith which indicates that the Prophet # wore his
ring on his left hand:
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Anas ibn Malik said: The ring of Allah's Messenger % was on this, and he pointed toward the
little finger of his left hand. (Musiim)

e In Islamic figh, an implied meaning (mafhdm) is not strong enough to oppose an explicit
statement (mantiq). Therefore, the ahadith are reconciled by saying that the Prophet £ wore
his ring on both hands. And Allah knows best.

Hadith 97, 98
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‘Abd Allah ibn Ja far said: The Messenger of Allah % used to wear his ring on his right hand. (sahih)
e This hadith of ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far has the same meaning as the previous hadith of “Al.
Hadith 99
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Jabir ibn ‘Abdi Alléh said: The Prophet % used to wear his ring on his right hand. (sahih)
e This hadith of Jabir has the same meaning as the previous ahadith mentioned in the chapter.

Hadith 100

al-Salt ibn ‘Abd Allah said: Ibn ‘Abbads used to wear his ring on his right hand, and | do not think he

did so except because he said: The Messenger of Allah & used to wear his ring on his right hand.
(Hassan)

e This hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas also has the same meaning as the previous ahdadith mentioned in the

chapter.
Hadith 101
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Ibn ‘Umar said: The Prophet £ acquired a silver ring and placed its stone toward the palm of his
hand. He had engraved on it: ‘Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah.” He forbade anyone else from
having the same inscription engraved on their ring. It was the ring that fell from Mu‘ayqib into the

well of Aris. (Sahih)



° (4.95 L e 428 Ja33) — “And placed its stone towards the palm of his hand’. Meaning, the stone
of the ring was not visible on the outside, but faced inward toward the palm of his hand. This
indicates that the Prophet £ did not take the ring as an adornment, but rather took it out of need
(haja).

o (ade hEY uﬂ.n» & R33) — “And he forbade anyone else from having the same inscription engraved
on his ring’. Meaning, he forbade anyone from having ‘Muhammad the Messenger of Allah’
engraved on their ring. This shows that an inscription used by a person to distinguish their seal
is specific to them, and no one else is allowed to copy it because this would cause confusion. This
also shows the serious nature of forgery when it comes to seals, because it is a type of deception
that can result in crimes in commerce, academic matters and other such fields.

. (gagjjg 3 ugi."ufo e ik ;5-}5| 383) — ‘It was the ring that fell from Mu‘ayqib into the well of
Aris’. It was mentioned in the previous chapter that the ring fell from the hand of ‘Uthman into
the well of Aris. The two ahadith can be reconciled by saying that perhaps ‘Uthman handed the
ring to Mu‘ayqib so that he could use it to seal something or for another reason, and as Mu‘ayqib
was returning it, it fell into the well of Aris. Mu‘aygib was one of the earliest Muslims who
participated in all the major battles. He was responsible for the treasury (baytul mal) during the
time of ‘Umar.

Hadith 102
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Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn said: al-Hasan and al-Husayn would wear their rings on their
left hands. (sahin)

e This hadith proves that there is flexibility in the matter of which hand a ringis worn on. If a person
wishes, they may wear their ring on their right hand, and if they wish, they may wear it on their
left hand. The Sunnah from the Prophet £ has been established for both.

Hadith 103
345 O 8 B ke &gy 35 ek B 450 0S8 10 BT ke 0 oy ol o LT 3
]

Anas ibn Malik said: The Prophet % used to wear his ring on his right hand. In another narration
from him: The Prophet % used to wear his ring on his left hand. (sahih)

e The two ahadith which al-Imam al-Tirmidhi included in the chapter to show that the Prophet £
wore his ring on his left hand, are both graded as daif (weak) by him. He included them to prove
that the Sunnah is to wear the ring on the right hand, as was his scholarly view.



e However, it has already been established in Sahih Muslim that Anas saw the Prophet 2 wearing
his ring on the little finger of his left hand. Also, other scholars have classified the ahadith which
al-lmam al-Tirmidhi considered as weak in this matter, as being authentic. And Allah knows best.

Hadith 104
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Ibn ‘Umar said: The Messenger of Allah ¥ acquired a gold ring and used to wear it on his right
hand. So the people began acquiring gold rings as well. Then he % threw it away and said: ‘I will
never wear it again.” The people then threw away their rings. (sahin)
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e al-Imam al-Tirmidht concluded this chapter with the hadith of lbn ‘Umar, explaining that the
Prophet # initially adopted a gold ring, but this ruling was later abrogated (al-naskh). This is why
he threw it away and said: ‘/ will never wear it again.” When those who had adopted a gold ring
saw the Prophet # casting away his gold ring, they also cast theirs away.

e Agold ring is not permissible for men to wear, but they are allowed to wear a silver ring as has
been established in the previously mentioned ahadith.

e Sheikh Abdul Razzaq al-Badr gave the following fa’idah (point of benefit) at the end of this
chapter: ‘al-lmam an-Nawawi said in his explanation of Sahih Muslim: The Muslims are
unanimously agreed that the Sunnah is for a man to place his ring on the little finger. As for a
woman, she may wear rings on her fingers,” meaning on whichever finger of her hand she wishes,
because she wears them for adornment and beautification.



