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What has been narrated regarding the description of the armour of the
Messenger of Allah %5.

al-lmam al-Tirmidhi included this chapter to explain that the Prophet 2 owned armour which he
would wear and take into battle. The term dir* (armour) is a garment made of iron fashioned into
interlocking rings. It is also referred to as chain mail. It protects the fighter and shields him, with
the permission of Allah, from arrows, swords and similar weapons. The word dir‘is in the singular
possessive form (<3Las 3344) which generalises.

Like his swords, the Prophet £ had more than one coat of armour. Ibnul Qayyim said his book
Zad al-Ma‘ad: ‘He had seven suits of armour: Dhat al-Fudil (413 ‘)y’bﬁ‘), which he pledged to the
Jewish man Abu al-Shahm in exchange for barley for his family. It amounted to thirty sa‘s, and
the debt was due within a year. The armour was made of iron. He also had Dhat al-Wishah ( &13
thugil), Dhat al-Hawashi (31351 &13), al-Sa ‘diyyah (852, Fiddah (423), al-Batra’ (25, and al-
Khirnagq (s352J)).

The Prophet £ wore one coat of armour and sometimes two at a time. He had seven coats of
armour, despite being the foremost of those who placed their trust (tawakkul) in Allah. From this
the scholars understood that taking practical means (asbab) for protection and safety does not
contradict reliance (tawakkul) in Allah. Rather, the true meaning of tawakkul is for the heart to
depend upon Allah and entrust all matters to Him, while the appropriate practical means (asbab)
are taken. A person’s heart should not become attached to the means themselves. Instead, they
should place their trust in Allah and entrust their affairs to Him alone.
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Al-Zubayr ibn al- Awwam said: On the day of Uhud, the Prophet % was wearing two coats of mail.
He attempted to climb onto the rock but could not, so he had Talhah sit beneath him, until he was
standing on the rock. Al-Zubayr said: | heard the Prophet £ say: ‘Talhah has made it certain.’ (sahih)

o (05 J$-| A3 (5*" J& O8) - ‘On the day of Uhud, the Prophet was wearing two coats of mail’.
These two coats of mail were Dhat al-Fudil (Js&&)l &13) and Fiddah (443), which he had taken
from the Jewish tribe of Bant Qaynuqa“ as spoils of war when they were expelled from Madinah.

This means that in the Battle of Uhud, he wore two suits of armour, one on top of the other. This
provides additional protection, and does not contradict tawakkul in Allah, as mentioned
previously. Ibnul Qayyim said: ‘The Messenger of Allah £ was the greatest of those who placed
their trust in Allah. Yet he wore his battle garments and armour. Indeed, on the day of Uhud, he
wore two suits of armour over one another, and he hid in the cave for three nights. Thus, he
placed his trust in Allah while taking the means. He was not one who placed his trust in the means
themselves.’

o (3L pld B35l ] (ag3) - ‘He attempted to climb onto the rock but could not’. The inability
of the Prophet £ to climb the rock may have been due to its height and elevation, or because of
the weight of the two coats of armour he was wearing, or because of the injuries he sustained
in the Battle of Uhud. All of these reasons are possible.
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o (LSS dxlb Jaéb) — ‘So he had Talhah sit beneath him’. Meaning, he asked Talhah to crouch
beneath him so that he could use him as a step to climb up onto the rock. The wisdom behind
climbing onto the rock was so that the Muslims, both those nearby and those far away, could see
him, be reassured that he was alive, and rejoice at this. It was also so they could gather around
him, restoring their strength and unity through coming together.

) (§}§a§d| M gl &3) — ‘Until he was standing on the rock’. Meaning, he climbed up and
became elevated above it, because this is the meaning of istiwa’ in the Arabic language. When
we recite the words of Allah:
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The Most Merciful rose over the Throne. [Tiha: 5]

Its meaning in Arabic is that He rose above the throne and is high above it in a manner befitting
His Majesty and Perfection.

. (35:15 Crééi) — ‘Talhah has made it certain’. Meaning, Paradise has become certain and
obligatory for him. Talhah, as well as al-Zubayr (the narrator of this hadith), were both among

the ten Sahabah who were given glad tidings of Paradise.
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Al-Sa’ib ibn Yazid reported that on the day of Uhud, the Messenger of Allah ¥ was wearing two
coats of mail, one over the other. (Hassan)

e This hadith has the same meaning as the previous hadith.

Al-S3’ib ibn Yazid was one of the young Sahabah (&$2)l jlue). He was taken to the Farewell Hajj
(Hajjatul Wada‘) when he was seven years old. He was the last of the Sahabah to die in Madinah,
passing away in the year 91 AH.



